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BY THE 


AUTHOR OF VILLEROY. 


See thyſelf, devil! 
Proper deformity ſeems not in the fiend 
So horrid as in woman. 


SHAKESPEARE. 
I left no calling for this idle trade, Ss 
No duty broke—— 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TIE following ſheets were written ſix 
years ſince, with no other view than to 
beguile, of their bitterneſs, : ſome hours 
of anxious . leiſure. Perhaps the beſt 
proof I could give of my gratitude for 
the relief they then afforded me, would 
be to ſuffer them to remain in undiſturbed 
obſcurity; and this had certainly been 
their fate, had not ſame pleaſing recollec- 
tions of the approbation beſtowed on a 
former production ſtill played about my 
heart. In ſaying this, I do not preſume 
to ſpeak of the opinion of the world in 
general, but of that of a few dear friends, 
who were the world to me; moſt of whom, 
it is my greateſt felicity to ſay, ſtill are left 
me, and who will, with avidity, peruſe chis 
ſecond literary attempt. From them 1 
have 
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have nothing to fear, except that their 
affection may bias their judgment: from 
the reſt of mankind I have nearly as little 
to apprehend ;* their plaudits might, in- 
deed, gratify my vanity; but their cen- 
ſure, much as I ſhauld tremble at it in 
other reſpects, could in this but lightly 
affect me, as neither fame nor fortune 
are to be obtained by the writing of 
novels; and, if they were, I feel my de- 
fires and abilities ſo exceedingly moderate, 
and ſo equally poiſed, as to make it im- 
poſſible for me to go beyond what 
| ſhould ſerve as my amuſement. I can- 
not, however deny, that the approba- 
tion, particularly of my own ſex, would, 
on this occaſion, afford me infinite ſatis- 
faction; my motive I will aſſign, and 
leave them to decide whether it is wholly 
 Klfiſh, | 
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Chance having, a few months ſince, 
brought Sigiſmar from that oblivion into 
5 8 12 which 
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ADVERTISE ENT. vi 
. which ſome years of buſy ſcenes had 
plunged it, a friend, probably a partial 
one, but one in whoſe judgment I have 
long placed my confidence, ſaid that it 
ought to be publiſhed; and, for that 
purpoſe, ſent it to a conſpicuous pub- 
liſher of novels, who, after ſome un- 
merited encomiums on the performance, 
lamented the taſte of the times, which 
would not ſuffer him to become a. pur- 
chaſer of ſ% moral 4 tale. Somewhat 
ſurpriſed, but nothing diſmayed by this 
excuſe, it was offered to a ſecond; and 
again returned, with an affurance that it 
was 100 moral for the females of the preſent 
day. | N © Oh g 
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A glow of indignation ſuffuſed my 


cheek—the honour of my ſex became 
concerned—and I determined to prove n 


what foundation ſo degrading an opinion 
was built: happily for my purpoſe, the 
third bookſeller to whom it was ſent, 
either 
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either thought more favourably of the 
delicate part of the creation, or had the 
temerity to oppoſe its prejudices, 
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Thus Sigiſmar ſtands at the public tri- 
bunal, and I wiſh that all its failings were 
" confined to its morality: I ſhould then fear- 
leſs meet the eye of criticiſm ; but as | 
feel that this 1s far, very far from being the 
truth, and that I ſend it forth loaded with 
faults and infirmities, too glaringly con- 
ſpicuous, I am reduced to confeſs, that I 
differ ſo widely from the two firſt men- 
tioned bibliopoliſts, as to found my only 
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hope of its ſucceſs on the very morality 
which they foreboded would prove its 
condemnation. 
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LETTER 1. 


MISS HOWARD TO MRS. PAULET. 


1 * not my Maria's heart vie veal | 


by my unkind ſilence? ſuch, I am ſure, 
ſhe muſt have thought it; yet, ſhe could 
not think her Emma could, without a 


cauſe, forego one of the greateſt pleaſures 
of her life! No! there has been a cauſe, 
but ſuch a one as ſhe almoſt bluſhes to 
mention: What think you of company, 

dreſs, and engagements? Aye ! you may. | 
ſmile, but it is true; know then, that the 
deanry doors have been thrown open o 


the whole neighbourhood for theſe laſt ten 
vor 1. . days; ; 


S 
= 1 * 
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days ; and to add to your ſurpriſe, know, 
alſo, that a viſit from our aunt, the 
Counteſs of N, has been the occa- 
fion of all this Ae dude in our family, 
for ſuch it really has appeared to me, 
unuſed, as i am, to buſtle of any kind. 


My time, you well know, ſince I left 
ſchool, has been, with little variation, 


ſpent in the ſweet employment of en- 


deavouring ſucceſsfully to aſſuage the 
grief of a revered parent for the loſs of 
a beloved wife, and in aſſiſting him, by 
my care and economy, to diſcharge thoſe 
debts which a long and expenſive illneſs 
had obliged him to contract. Had 
the air of Italy but preſerved her life for 
one day, this beſt of men would have 
thought himſelf well repaid for the years 
of penury he knew muſt follow ; but he 
has now, in addition to her loſs, the 
diſtreſs of ſeeing himſelf ſurrounded by a 
my of children, whoſe ſole ſubſiſtence 
es 
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depends on the precarious tenure of his 

life ; but ſtop, my pen, for I am diſcourſ- 

ing on a ſubject that will run away with 
| me, and I ſet out with giving my friend 
an idea that I was to write of pleaſure, 
dreſs, and faſhion, not to pain her feeling 
heart by the recollection of what the dead 
[ have ſuffered, or what the living do. 


c 
— 1 told you the Counteſs of N-— had 
made us a viſit; it was a very unexpected 
one, as this was the firſt notice ſhe had 
honoured us with ſince the death of her * 
ſiſter, my lamented mother. My father 
had been informed, the day before her - 
ladyſhip's arrival, of the favor ſhe in- 
tended him, which, in ſome degree, pre- 
pared us for an event that 'we looked 
forward to with different ſenſations ; my 
father's countenance betrayed ſymptoms 

of uneaſineſs mixed with hope, which 1 

y 2 thus interpreted: that the former aroſe 
nce from his parental fears, leſt the content * 6 
B 2 his 
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his daughters might be diſturbed by the 


ſplendour they ſaw attendant on riches ; 


and the latter, that the event of this viſit 


might be fortunate to them by the noble 


viſitor allotting a ſmall part of her large 


means for their portion, The hope is 
realized in the eſtabliſhment of one of his 
daughters ; the fear I truſt never will ; 
I think the want of riches can never plant 


diſcontent in the boſoms of the others: 
Jam again digreſſin . 


* — 


Matilda's face was illumined by joy; 
eager expectation and gladneſs ſat on 
every feature; George, who had come 
from Oxford a few days before, wore a 
look of indifference; he ſeemed to have 
neither hope nor fears. If my counte- 


nance was a true index of what paſſed 
Within, it beſpoke much of the latter; 
cConſcious of my entire ignorance of high 


life, I. dreaded the ridicule my awk- 


wardneſs would ſubject me to, which 


would 


voice, and manner. She appeared fo | 
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would be doubly conſpicuous by my be- 
ing obliged to do the honours of the 
houſe, a taſkwhich, at that time, appeared 
to me impoſſible I could go through with 
any thing like ſatisfaction to myſelf, much 
leſs to her I was to entertain: and my 
fears had increaſed my natural timidity to 
ſuch a degree, that I waited the moment, 
when her ladyſhip ſhould be announced, 
in a ſtate of terror and confuſion. It at 
length arrived, and my anxiety was in- 
ſtantly diſpelled ; there was ſuch grace, 
kindneſs, and condeſcenſion in her look, 


pleaſed with every one, and every thing 
around her, that we were all at caſe with 
ourſelves, and, of courſe, delighted with 2 
her. „ a 
There is a charm, Maria, in true good 
breeding that is irreſiſtible, particularly 


3 
when it is ſhown from the ſuperior to the 
inferior; how little do the great ſtudy. 5 

» 5 # _ 
B 3 their 

1 


* 


1 
/ 3 
— 


A. 
ps : 
: , _—” * 
1 . oY 
a 1 
— . 
** * 


6 a . SIGISMAR. 
their own aggrandiſement when they ſtoop” 
to inſult thoſe in an humbler rank of life, 
by making them feel their ſuperiority : 
but, I believe, ſuch conduct ſeldom pro- 


ceeds from the really dignified, either by 
birth or talents it is the little great, the 


_ gentry of yeſterday, who, ſenſible of their 


own deficiencies, or raiſed above what they 
ever could have expected, think they muſt 
do ſomething to bring themſelves into no- 
tice, and, by their folly, excite the contem pt 


of the very people they wiſh to be thought 


above; whilſt a contrary conduct would 
have inſured them reſpe&, by proving 
they were not unworthy of the good for- 
tune which chance had thrown in their 


way. Forgive me, my. dear Maria, but 
the compariſon I could not help draw ing 
between the behaviour of the Counteſs, 


and the lady of our Biſhop, who honoured 


us with a call during our aunt's ſtay, and 


at the ſame time was careful to inform 


us, we would not have been ſo favoured, 


bad 
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had he not known the Counteſs was with _ 
us, has led me to make this remark: _ 


But to return: we were all too much 
delighted with our gueſt to leave any thing 
undone we thought cod contribute to 
her entertainment; to this end our morn- 
ings were ſpent in riding out to vier 
diſtant proſpects; and ſome part of the 
neighbourhood were invited to paſs the 


evenings. I often believed her ladyſhip's 


fincerity was ſacrificed to her politeneſs, 
for ſhe was frequently in raptures with 
the beauties of the landſcape, when, I am 
convinced, had you aſked whether it lay 
on a hill, or in a valley, ſhe could not 
have told you: but my father, who is 
always ſilent when it would be unmannerly 
to ſpeak the truth, judges of others by 
himſelf, and, of courſe, ſuppoſed his noble 
ſiſter's tranſports were unfeigned, and con- 


gratulated himſelf on having it in his 


power to make her time paſs ſo plea- 
34 ſantly; 


* 8 oY SIGISMAR. 


* aptly ; nor were the evenings leſs pro- 
ductive of amuſement ; not a viſitant in 
which her ladyſhip did not find ſomething 
to admire, although, to do them juſtice, 
we cannot boaſt of much elegance in our 
vicinity. . 


Thus paſſed a week, when, in one of 
our morning excurſions, my father, ſtrucx 
with the beauty of the ſcene before him, 
ſpoke in the moſt animated language, of 
the goodneſs of the great Creator of the 
univerſe, who had been ſo bounteous to 
the beings which he had formed; the 
Counteſs's filence leading him to conclude 
ſhe was abſorbed in admiration, though, 
had he looked at her he would have ſeen, 
that ſhe was employed ſo earneſtly in 
examining the beauties of a tooth-pick 


-— Caſe, as to have rendered her alike in- 


ſenſible to thoſe which nature produced, 
and that which fell from the tongue of the 
4 vegerable moraliſt, who proceeded to ex- 
. patiate 
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-patiate on the wonderful work of Om 
potence, Her ladyſhip ſtill continued 
her employment, till my father, addreſſing 
himſelf to her, ſaid, « My dear ſiſter, I 
will conduct you to this ſpot two months 
hence, when it will be robbed of its ver- 
dure, and clothed in the ſolemn, but 
majeſtic garb of winter ; we will come 
early, that we may ſee the glorious ſun 
aſcend yon mountain.” At the words 
two months hence, ſhe had ſtarted from 
her reverie, and gazed at him with aſto- 
niſhment, till he had finiſhed his ſpeech ; 
when, recollecting herſelf, ſhe thanked _ 
him with every appearance of ſincerity, 
and declared ſhe ſhould long for the time, 
though I ſaw her ſhiver at the bare men- 
tion of ſeeing the ſun aſcend the moun- 
tain, On our return home ſhe retired to 
her apartment, but ſoon returned, bring- 
ing a letter in her hand, and going up to 
her brother with an air of diſcontent; ſhe 
ſaid, My dear Dean, this ugly paper has 
| B 5 put 
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pure an end to che pleaſure T hoped to have 
ix enjoyed in this charming retreat; it con- 
tains a ſummons for me to repair to London, 
and that without loſs of time; but, as [I 
cannot endure to quit this ſociety all at 
once, you muſt not refuſe me the company 
of my god- daughter, the ſweet Matilda. 
J already feel for her the affection of a 
parent, and ſhall hence forward conſider 
her as my child;“ then turning to me, 
he took my hand, ſaying, I ſhould alſo 
have intreated my deareſt Emma to have 
favoured me with her prefence, did I not 
S know how impoſſible it is for the worthy 
Dtean to part with ſuch a treaſure, Your 
brother too, my elegant George, that cruel 
2 univerſity prevents all chance of my ſhew- 
ing him London; but you will all have a 
ſhare 1 in my heart,” Y 


We were all gratitude in retugn for her 
goodneſs, and it was determined Matilda 
by ſhould accompany her, for whom ſhe 
conſented, 
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conſented, notwithſtandingthe p 
nature of her call to town, to wait three 


days, at the end of which time ſhe de- 
parted, leaving all who had converſed 


with her, filled with admiration of her 


mental and perſonal endowments, which 
cannot be matter of aſtoniſhment, as I be- 
lieve there is ſcarcely one of them who 
do not think they have received ſome par- 
ticular mark of regard from her; as to 


myſelf, although I early ſaw ſhe ſeldom 
meant any thing ſhe ſpoke, I could not 


refrain from being pleaſed with her flat- 
tery. You, my Maria, will ſee her in 
your viſits to Matilda; do tell me if all 
women of faſhion are like her, if they 


are, I thank my ſtars I am ſecluded from J 
their ſociery ; for ſhould they not be aa 


good as they are agreeable, I ſhould 


* 


tremble, leaſt they ſhould lead me into 


vice, by perſuading me it was virtue. 
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OM a May mier, my dear Matilda, ac- 
gquire the amiable part of her aunt's cha- 
racter, but avoid the foible in it, or I fear 
the balance will be againſt her. I hardly 


dear girl, for Maria knows the affection 
there has ever been between us. Write 


doubly acceptable to your lonely 


; EMMa HowaRD. 


=O | LETTER 


need ſay how I already feel the loſs of the 


do me, my friend, your letters will now be 
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LETTER II. 


MRS. PAULET TO MISS HOWARD. 


Tur moment J had read my Emma's 
letter, containing information of her ſiſter's 
being in town, I drove to Portland Place, 
| eager to renew my acquaintance with her, 
and to talk over the events of our ſchool- 
days. On my name being announced, 
| the flew to meet me, and, throwing her 
arms about my neck, kiſſed both my 
cheeks in the moſt lively, yet unaffected 
manner, tears gliſtening in her eyes; the 
momentary ſenſation being over, her ideas 
returned to the occupation which had en- 
gaged them before my entrance; and, 
catching my hand, ſne hurried me up to 
her dreſſing- room, which had more the 
appearance of a mercer's warehouſe, than 
what it really was, being ſpread in every 

Part 
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part with ſilks and gauzes, laces, flowers, 


_ 


feathers, fringes, ribbons, caps, hats, and 
in ſhort every article of faſhionable dreſs, 


which two or three females, and as many 


males, were anxiouſly waiting her ap- 
proval of. A chair being cleared, I fat 
down to wait the diſmiſſal of the intereſted 
crew; in the interim my attention was en- 
gaged in attending to the perſon and 


actions of Matilda: the firſt was ſo altered 


in the ſpace of four years, which had 
elapſed ſince I parted from her at ſchool, 


that I ſhould, had J met her unexpectedly, 


hardly have recollected her. She was 


then, I think, juſt fifteen, and promiſed 
to be handſome, but not the beautiful 
creature ſhe now is: why, ſhe is a perfect 
divinity! never did I behold any woman 


before her, whoſe perſon I could pro- 


nounce faultleſs! ſhe, in my eyes, is per- 


fect. The ſame uncommon vivacity and 


playfulneſs which gained her the love of 
' every one when ſhe was a child, ſeems to 


have 
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have grown up with her. You would 
have been amuſed to have ſeen her 
tripping about the room, firſt to the glaſs, _ 
then'to me, now with a cap, then with a 
hat, then ſome other article, begging me 
to chooſe for her, and without waiting till 
I could ſpeak, hurrying to ſomething elſe; 
then chooſing for herſelf, and, in a mo- 
ment repenting of her choice, and chang- 
ing it. 


This important buſineſs being at length 
finally ſettled, though in truth not before 
my patience was quite exhauſted, we de- 
ſcended to a drawing-room, where we 
found the Counteſs ſurrounded by a circle 
of, if not the moſt worthy, they were at 
leaſt the moſt faſhionable company in 

town. Matilda preſented me as her dear 
friend and ſchool- fellow; her ladyſhip 
received me with infinite politeneſs ; I 
now enquired after all my acquaingances- 
at the * and aſked your all il e ge 
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had heard from you- ſince her arrival ? 


ſhe replied that ſhe had not: I ſaid, I 
ſuppoſed, although ſhe had been but three 


days in London, ſhe had given you a long 
hiſtory, as of courſe the evening had re- 


lated the events of each day. She co- 


loured exceſſively, and anſwered, in the 
moſt artleſs manner; © No, Maria, I have 

not wrote to my papa nor ſiſter ſince 
reached the firſt ſtage after I left them ; 


I then wrote a long letter.“ I felt myſelf 
hurt, and could not help ſhewing it; I 


ſaid as that was the caſe, I would inſtantly 
return home, and relieve the minds of her 
family, as far as knowing ſhe had got ſafe 
to her journey's end would do it, as I 


could not bear to have ſuch a father and 
ſiſter made unhappy. The tears trickled 
down her cheeks, and, preſſing her boſom 


with one hand, ſhe aſſured me, in a plain- 


tive voice, ſhe would not for worlds 
make them ſo, but indeed ſhe had en- 


tirely forgot that ſhe ought to have written 
| to 


* 
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She returned, ſhe thought as I did; aud. 
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to them, but I ſhould never have cauſe to 


rebuke her again ſo ſeverely. 


I now roſe to take my leave, after re- 
queſting the honour of ſeeing the Coun- 
teſs in Cavendiſh Square, and entreating 
her to indulge me with the company of 
my friend as often as ſhe could part with 
her. She expreſſed herſelf infinitely flat- 
tered by my requeſts, and aſſured me of 
an early viſit, Matilda, whoſe ſorrow was 


entirely vaniſhed, told me, ſmiling, not to 


fear, for I ſhould have enough « her 
company, as ſhe ſhould ſee me every day. 
Her ladyſhip apologized for the un- 
poliſhed manner of her young ruſtic, and 
added, ſhe truſted I would ſee her a Gif. 


ferent creature. I replied, I hoped not, 


as I did nor ſee room for embelliſhment, \ 
and I'was of opinion, that the poliſhing 
of a gem, though it might add to its 
luſtre, too often leſſened its intrinſic val 5 
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in a miſer's cheſt, ſhe ſhould deem the 


you are yourſelf a ſtriking proof of the 
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provided the gem were to be locked up 


hand of the artiſt uſeleſs; if, on the con- 
trary, it was meant to raiſe the admiration 
of the beholders, ſhe conceived its rough- 
neſs would not be any recommendation; 
and, pardon me, madam, (curtſying very 
low) if I preſume to doubt that what you 
have advanced are your ſentiments, as 


exquiſite poliſh a real gem will take with- 
out its value being diminiſhed : and Mrs. 
Paulet muſt give me leave to hope, I may 
be equally ſucceſsful with Miſs Howard, 
and that the language of truth will not be 


leſs pleaſing becauſe ſpoken with elegance. 


Ik felt myſelf abaſhed, (and curtſying as 


low as her ladyſhip had done) told her I 
felt myſelf very unequal to combat with 
her or a point in which the world allowed 


her to excel, perfect good breeding, 


Then turning to Matilda, I aſſured her 
| + ne 
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the beſt proof ſhe could give me, chat 
refinement did not leſſen her ſincerity, 
would be fulfilling the promiſe ſhe had 
made me. 


So ſaying, I hurried to my carriage 
and drove home not: much pleaſed with 
the ſituation in which your ſiſter is placed. 
She is too volatile and too beautiful to be 
entruſted to the direction of one who will 
inſtruct her in every perſonal, but rather 
diſcourage every mental accompliſh- 
ment ; ſhe will be ſurrounded with titled 
admirers, for none others will be ſuffered 
to approach hei. I am not ſo illiberal, 
but ro ſuppoſe that among the many there 
may be ſome worthy of her; may ſhe 
place her regard on ſuch a one: all will 
then be well, and the ſooner ſuch an event 
takes place, the leſs hazard the ſweet 
girl will run of having her temper ſpoiled, 
her taſte vitiated, and her morals cor- 
rupted. Forgive me, Emma, for pre- | 

ſuming 


? J 
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ſuming to think or write thus of your 
aunt, and do not let it make you unealy, 
Remember, it is but ſurmiſe, and the ſur- 
miſe" of one who is but too apt to form 


pPrejudices at firſt ſight, which ſhe has 


ſometimes diſcovered to have been with- 
out foundation, The intereſt I take in 
your ſiſter's welfare, will make me a 
watchful obſerver of what paſſes in Port- 
land Place, the reſult of which obſerva - 
tions 1 ſhall, from time to time, commu- 
nicate to you: in the mean time I would 
wiſh you to be ſilent to your father and 
brother as to what I have now ſaid. | 


Adieu, my deareſt Emma, 
Believe me yours, 


MARIA PAurzr. 
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LETTER III. 


MISS M— HOWARD TO THE DEAN OF — 


Mr ever loved and honoured father and 
deareſt ſiſter, for you muſt make one 
letter ſerve you both, as I have but ten 
minutes to write it in, and I have ſtolen 
that from dreſſing, for my time Has been: 
ſo taken up in this wonderful place, that 1 
have hardly ſufficient to breathe ; this is 

the only excuſe I can make for not having 
written ſooner ; yet I believe I had better | 
tell the truth, becauſe I know my father 
loves it. What will you ſay, then, m 
deareſt fir, when your Matilda tells you, 2 4 
ſhe had forgot ſhe had a father, a ſiſter, 1 
or a brother ? Yes, my beſt papa, I had _ 
indeed; this giddy brain of mine was ſ@ 
taken up with purchaſing new clothes 


ade 
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fitting them on, ſeeing ſights abroad, and 


company at home, that I have been de- 
prived of the power of thinking, and 1 
verily believe I ſhould have gone on in 
that ſtate, if Mrs. Paulet had not called 


upon me, and ſaid ſhe ſuppoſed I had 
written every day to you; at that moment 


my unkindneſs flaſhed upon my mind, 
and made me aſhamed to confeſs how un- 
grateful J had been; but yet I did confeſs; 


and I ſaw ſhe was ſhocked, and I am 


ſure the reproof ſhe gave me made me 
tremble, for ſhe ſaid I had made you and 


my ſiſter unhappy; indeed I fear I have 


done fo, and my heart is fo ſeverely 


pained at the thought, that I am ſure it 
| would break did I not know that you are 


both ſo good that you will forgive me ; 
for I remember you always made allow- 
ances for my thoughtleſſneſs, and I am 
afraid you will ever have occaſion, for I 
cannot think ſeriouſly for five minutes 
together, if my life depended upon it. I 

declare 
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declare to you I have ſeveral times tried; 
and when I imagined I was thinking on 
one particular ſubject, I found twenty 
others had mingled themſelves with it, 
and I could hardly tell which was the 
original ; but my time is almoſt out and 


I have hardly ſaid one word of * pre- 
ſent ſituation. 


It was evening when we reached town, 
notwithſtanding which, I was aftoniſhed at 
every ſtep we went, the height of the 
houſes, ſplendor of the Dok, and crowd 
of people, and carriages} were all matter- 
ot wonder to your ruſticated girl, who did 
nothing but utter fooliſh exclamations, 
with her head ſtuck out of the window, 
till our carriage ſtopped; and a gentle- 
man, who had been waiting the arrival of 
the Counteſs, took my hand to lead me in: 
and now, my dear fir, I thought I had got 
into an enchanted caſtle, every thing was 
ſo ſuperb; I wiſh I could deſcribe 'the _ 

elegance 
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elegance of this palace, for ſuch I muſt 
call it, but that would be endleſsſ Here 
are To many apartments, and every ongę is 


ſo magnificent. Were you and my Emma 
once here, you would never endure to 


think of the deanry again; indeed it now 


appears to me a terrible old place. 


The next noon, for no people of faſhion 
riſe here before twelve, my aunt took me 
to a jeweller, and deſired me to take 
what I liked; but had I done that TI 
ſhould have taken the whole, for I liked 
every thing. After purchaſing a number 
of very valuable ornaments we returned 
home, and the houſe was crowded with 
viſitors till four o'clock, when we retired 

to dreſs for dinner; accordingly, at ſix 
we dined; there were twelve ſtrangers 
which the Counteſs called a ſmall party ; 
it ſeemed very odd to me to dine at the 
ſame hour I uſed to drink my tea; but uſe 
will ſoon familiarize me to every thing 
that 
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that now appears awkward; the Counteſs's 
friends did not leave us till a very late hour, 
when I was exceedingly glad to get to bed. 
The following morning was paſſed in viſit- 


ing the various public exhibitions, tall 
the time of dreſſing for dinner, after 


which the day was ſpent in much the ſame 
manner as the preceding one; this morn- 
ing has been paſſed with mantua-makers 
and milliners, and ſo will this week to 
come, my aunt's generoſity has been ſo 
great, But I muſt conclude, for her lady- 


ſhip has ſent to tell me ſhe waits for me 


to attend her to the opera; therefore 
farewell, my dear papa, and ſiſter; tell 
my beloved brother that I ſhall ſoon 
fulfill my promiſe of writing to him. I 
am called again; excuſe this abrupt con- 
cluſion from your giddy but 


Aﬀectionate Daughter, 


MaTilba Howarp. 
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LETTER IV. 


+ © THE DEAN OF — TO MISS M— HOWARD. 


My Matilda judged well, when ſhe 


thought truth would be more agree- 


able to her fond father than any excuſe 
ſhe could have invented, however plau- 
ſible or flattering ſuch excuſe might have 
been; he loves his daughter, and his 


boſom heaves with tranſport at any proof 


of her affection ; yet would he ſooner for- 
ever forego thoſe dear emotions, than but 
once have the pain to diſeover he had 
been indebted for them to falſhood. No, 
my child, let nothing tempt you to de- 
ceive a parent whoſe indulgence ſhall al- 


ways be extended to your unpremeditated 


errors ; he knows the frailty of human 


nature; he looks not for perfections. He 
found 


found no difficulty in forgetting your want 
of thought, though he fears he could not 


have forgiven you had you endeavoured to 


conceal the failing by deception. Since my 
children were capable of knowing right 
from wrong, it has been the buſineſs of 
my nights to form plans for their inſtruc- 
tion, and of my days to execute them: 
hitherto my labour has been crowned with 
all the ſucceſs my anxious heart could 
alk ; and, ſhould my darlings fulfill the 
promiſe their youth has given me, I ſhall 


deſcend to my grave the happieſt of 
fathers. While they live reſpected for their 


virtues, let their ſtation in life be what it 
may, (for the meaneſt being has a part to 
act) great and certain will be the reward 
of thoſe who perform it with honour. 
We are apt to give the epithet of wretch 
to a fellow creature which we behold op- 
preſſed by poverty, groaning under ſick- 


neſs, and his ſorrows encreaſed by the 
contempt of the world; yet the time 


Q > will 
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will come when this humbled being, if 


he has ſupported his calamities with 
fortitude, and looked up to his God for 
relief ; yes, the time will come when his 
wounds ſhall be healed, when neither pain 
nor poverty can afflict him; when the 
contempt of the world can no more be 
felt; when he that bruiſed ſhall ſay, 
c. Come to me thou bleſſed of my Father, 
for thine is the kingdom of heaven.“ 


I have been led, my Matilda, into this 
ſolemn ſubject by the ſtyle of your letter, 
in which, although I do not find any 
thing greatly to condemn, I find leſs to 
approve; the tenor of it beſpeaks a heart 
charmed with diſſipation. Beware, my 
child, ere it be too late! beware of: its 
allurements! it is a fiend which ſteals im- 
perceptibly on the mind, driving thence 
every other inhabitant; for where it is 
once admitted, its ſway is unbounded; it 
corrodes the ſenſes, and ſaps the founda- 

| tion 
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tion of principle ; the heart becomes con- 
taminated, and its poſſeſſor deſpicable. 
Avoid then, my child, ſo deſtructive a 
folly! the pleaſures it gives are unſatis- 
factory and fleeting; its evils are certain 
and laſting. Do not make me repent a 
compliance I thought I had no right to 
with-hold, leſt the refuſal ſhould deprive 
you of an independence, the loſs of which 
the bankrupt fortune of your family could 
never have recompenſed; yet do not 
miſtake me when T-preſs you to avoid 
diſſipation. I do not mean to recommend 
the life of a recluſe, or even the retired 
domeſtic one you followed when under 
my roof; ſituated as you now are, I 
know 1t is impoſſible, as a compliance 
with your aunt's wiſhes and cuſtoms will 
be expected, and is, in a degree, incum- 
bent on you to acquieſce in. I would 


only guard my child from following tos 


implicitly a guide whoſe actions are not 
always dictated by prudence; in ſaying 0 
$3 


A 


30 SIGISMAR. 


this, I would not wiſh to cenſure my noble 
relation ; her education and yours have 
widely differed ; ſhe was born to rank 
and affluence; given at the moment of her 
birth into the hands of venal ſtrangers. 
Her parents being of too high faſhion to 
attend to the welfare ot their children, 
thought their duty performed by furniſh- 
ing the moſt expenſive hirelings to in- 
ſtrut them in thoſe accompliſhments 
which the cuſtom of the times made 
neceſſary. Thus your aunt arrived to the 
„ſtate of woman without ever having been 
thwarted, or contradicted ; for who would 
be hardy enough to render themſelves 
diſagreeable to one who might hereafter 
be a beneſactreſs, by correcting errors 
which they had no intereſt in removing. 
When ſhe could no longer be conſidered 
as a child, ſhe was taken from the hands 

of teachers, and introduced into the world 
by parents who anxiouſly attended to the 
outward graces and decorations of her per- 

| | ſon, 
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ſon, but had not leiſure to promote the im- 


provement of her mind, Her early ac- 
quaintance with diſſipation, , made it habitual 


to her; ſhe followed it as a thing of courſe, 
nor thought it wrong, for ſhe never had 
been taught to think further than that if 
ſhe committed no heinous crime, forbidden 
by the law, ſhe was not accountable to 
the world for her actions, and the other 
world ſhe knows but little of ; ſhe goes to 
church ſometimes, and obſerves the cere- 
monies of it when there, becauſe it is the 
faſhion ; ſhe gives alms to the poor for 


the fame reaſon. Thus ſhe paſſes a life | 


unſtained by glaring vices, but equally 
diveſted of real virtues: had ſhe been 


differently educated, better fruits might 


have been expected ; and, if I may pre- 
ſume to ſpeak. my ſentiments on ſo awful 
a ſubject, they are, that at the great 
tribunal ſhe will not be required to render 


as ſtrict an account of her paſt life, as one 


whoſe infancy had been inſtructed to look 
© veyond 
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beyond this world for their reward; one 
who had been taught the principles of 


their religion, and had been early made 
acquainted with the duties of a Chriſtian, 


Theſe, my Matilda, I am proud to fay 
were inſtilled into you from the firſt mo- 
ment I perceived the dawn of reaſon : 
my children were born to no inheritance; 
for their mother, though ſhe ſhared in the 
rank of her ſiſter, partook not of her 
fortune; it has therefore been my en- 
deavour to ſtore their minds with ſuch 
materials as would enable them to prefer 
honeſt indigence to _diſhonourable ſplen- 
dour. While I know they tread the path 
I have pointed out to them, I ſhall wait 
with patience for that time which is to 
rejoin me to their departed mother ; 
ſhould it be otherwiſe, and ſhould I be 
_ doomed to meet the hour when the con- 
duct of any one of them ſhall bring the 
blood into my long forſaken cheek, I 
ſhall 
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ſhall think I have lived a day too long, 
and every following ſun will be beheld 
with reluctance. That my Matilda will 
never be the cauſe of wretchedneſs to her 
parent, but that ſhe will ſtill continue to 
delight his heart by her innocent chear- 
fulneſs, is the fond belief and anxious 
prayer of her 


Moſt tenderly affectionate Father, 


M. Howarp. 
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LETTER V. 
_ MISS HOWARD TO MRS. PAULET. 


My Maria's letter has filled me with 
inquietude; ſhe ſeems to mean more than 


meets the ear; yet ſhe would not with- 
hold any intelligence it was neceſſary 


that her friends ſhould know, and it would 
be right for her to be made acquainted 
with any danger that awaited her beloved 
ſiſter. Is it my anxiety then which has 
given a meaning to words they never in- 
tended to convey ? it muſt be fo, and I 


will no longer entertain ſuſpicions de- 


ſtructive to my own peace, and injurious 
to the honour and prudence of relations 
who I have every reaſon to reſpect and 
love. | 


My 
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My father has had a letter from the 
dear flighty Matilda; it was not exactly 
ſuch as he could have wiſhed, yet — 
candid confeſſion that ſhe had forgot her 
duty until you reminded her of it, pleaded 
ſo forcibly with him, that he ſoon forgot 
ſhe had not pleaſed him. He has, how- 
ever, made her letter an excuſe for writ- 
ing her a very ſolemn anſwer, pointing 
out the danger of diſſipation, and warn- 
ing her to avoid it. I truſt and believe it 
will have that effect, for her heart abounds 
with noble generous feelings, though the 
extreme vivacity of her temper hurries her 


at times into indiſcretions. She, I am well 


aſſured, will never deliberately act wrong; 
be it then your care, my friend, to remind 
her frequently of what ſhe owes to herſelf, 


to her family, and to the opinion of the 
world. I demand this as a proof of your 
eſteem and affection for your Emma; as to 
what you fay of her fixing her regard on 


a worthy object, I have no fears on that 
c 6 head, 
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head, as ſhe has ſome time ſince beſtowed 
her affections on a youth who promiſes to 
be an ornament to human nature; it is 
two years ſince they exchanged their mu- 
tual affections, and at their ſeparation they 
plighted their faith to each other. Were 
it the paſſion of a week, I ſhould diſtruſt 
Matilda's conſtancy ; but as 1t 1s, her vo- 
latile diſpoſition gives me no alarm : be- 
ſides, among all the gay circle which 

ſurround her, ſhe will hardly meet an equal 

to the youth to whom ſhe has given her 
| yow 8. In this you will agree with me, 
when I tell you, that the accompliſhed 
William Leſley is the idol of her heart; " 
both their parents are ſtrangers to the 
wiſhes of their children, as Mr. Leſley's 
knowledge of his father's unhappy tem- 
per makes it neceſſary he ſhould remain 
ignorant of a circumſtance he would pro- 
bably uſe his authority to prevent the 
completion of. He is equally anxious 
to preſerve the ſecret from her parent, as 


he 
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he knows the honeſt pride and rectitude 
of his heart would not ſuffer him to con- 
nive at any engagement, however advan- 


tageous to his daughter, that was likely to 


be diſapproved by the family with which 
ſhe was going to connect herſelf. 


Thus ſituated, you will ſee the pro- 
priety of your taking no notice to Ma- 
tilda of what I have written ; ſee her as 
often as you can; ſhe already eſteems and 
admires you; it is in your power to make 
her love you ; the will then entruſt her 
moſt ſecret thoughts to your keeping, 


: which will give you opportunities of cor- 
recting her too great flow of ſpirits, I 


need not urge my friend further on this 
ſubject; I have had too many proofs of 
her regard to entertain a doubt of her 
doing every thing that can contribute to 
the happineſs of her p 

Emma HowarD, 


LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 


WILLIAM LESLEY ESQ. TO SIR CHARLES 
| MACKENZIE, 


My dear Sir Charles, 


I THINK it is about a month fince I 


wrote you a long letter in praiſe of the 


place of my preſent reſidence, Woodland 


was then a paradiſe of ſweets ; I looked 


forward with dread to the time of my 


quitting it, My reaſon for now writing, 


is to deſire you will direct your next to 
Oxford, as: I go for thence to-morrow, 


yet does it ſeem an age I have to ſtay in 


this deſert ; ſuch it .appears to me in 


my preſent temper of mind. 


5 RG Matilda 
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Matilda Howard has left its vicinity, 
and with her fled every charm ; the very 
N atmoſphere has changed; I no longer 
breathe as I was wont to do. I verily be- 
lieve, was I to paſs another fortnight as I 
have paſſed the laſt,- it would be beyond 
the power of phyſic to ſave me. Were 
you ever in love, Sir Charles, and robbed 
of the ſociety of your miſtreſs ? If you 
were, tell me how you bore it: did you 
hate every creature, and every thing? 
were you always changing your ſituation, 
yet always in the wrong place, unleſs it was 
a ſpot you had frequented with your god- 
deſs? and then, did you not melt into the 
weakneſs of a woinan? did you not call 
to mind every word ſhe had ſpoken, every 
look ſhe had given, the moſt minute 
article of her dreſs ? did you not ſit whole 
hours in company without ſeeing or hear- 
ing, unleſs the name of your idol was 
mentioned? did not the ſound make you | 
ſtart? and, if it came from the mouth of 


a a female, 
SV. 
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a ſe. nale, did you not diſcover a thouſand 


amiable qualities in her ? if from a male, 
were you not inſtantly jealous, though he 


had only faid her mother was dead, or her 
father was living, or ſne was born in ſuch 
a year, or lived in ſuch a place? when the 
ſun ſhone, did you not complain of its 


glare? when it did not, did not you repine 


at its abſence? did not light reading diſ- 
guſt, and grave weary you? In ſhort, 
were you not a peeviſh maſter, a ſullen 


companion, and a troubleſome friend? If 


vou were all theſe, and did a thouſand 
other ridiculous things, you may form 
ſome idea of my preſent ſituation ; and, 
in that caſe, may be able to preſcribe to 
me. Yet it is impoſſible you could ever 
have felt what I feel, for you never beheld 
Miſs Howard, and no other woman could 
inſpire the paſſion ſhe does; but ſhe is 
gone, and heaven only knows when we 
are to meet; and ſhe is gone to a place, 

Charles, I I; to London; to 

15 Vorſe, 
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11 
worſe, to her aunt's; to the Counteſs of - 
N——, She will be ſurrounded by fops, 
fools, and flatterers ; yet they cannot flat- 
ter her; ſhe is beyond all praiſe, and fops 
and fools ſhe will equally deſpiſe. What 1s 
it I fear then r 


o, Mackenzie my fears have taught me 
liberality ; ſhe will be adored, for all who 


ſee her muſt adore her; by the elegant, 


the accompliſhed, the well-bred man of 


the world ; he will court her to partake 
his.title and fortune, while I have nothing 
to offer her but a heart overflowing with 
love, and the promiſe of uncertain ex- 
pectations, which I know not when or if 
ever they may be realized. How can I 
then conceive it poſſible! what folly is it 
leads me to hope ſhe will be blind to the 

graces of art and nature, deaf to the 
pleadings of ambition and wealth, and re- 
gardleſs of the entreaties of her friends? 


They will ſurely be againſt me; but! 


muſt 


TOM -. © |. AO. 

*muſt fly from theſe thoughts, for upon 
my ſoul, Charles, the bare idea of the 
poſſibility of my loſing her, deprives me 
of reaſon; but as I am incapable of writ- 
ing on any other ſubject, I will, at this 
time, relieve you from a repetition of my 
groundleſs fears; I am determined they 
ſhall be groundleſs, and tell you, my dear 
Sir Charles, I am, as far as I can judge of 
myſelf, your faithful friend, 


W. LzsL EY. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 


WILLIAM LESLEY, ESQ. TO SIR CHARLES 
" MACKENZIE, ; 


I HAVE been in London for theſe ten 


days, during which time I have ſeen my 
Matilda but twice, though I have called 
every day at the Counteſs of N——'s 
door. The morning after my arrival in 
town, I haſtened to her ladyſhip's houſe ; 
on enquiring for Miſs Howard, I was 


ſhewn into a room where there was no 


one but my charmer and her muſic- 
maſter ; at ſight of me ſhe ſprung forward 
to n me with a degree of tranſport 
that at once baniſhed from my mind every 
unpleaſant idea which had hitherto in- 
truded itſelf; and I claſped her to my 
boſom in an ecſtacy of joy; her inſtructor 

perceiving, 
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perceiving that a third perſon might be 
diſagreeable, civilly rook his leave. But 
we had ſcarcely congratulated ourſelves 


on his departure, when word was brought 
to Matilda, that her aunt deſired her muſic- 


maſter would excuſe her ſtaying any longer 
this morning, as ſhe had particular occa- 
ſion for her company, and was then wait- 


ing her attendance, as the carriage was at 
the door. 


Miſs Howard propoſed my going with 
her to the Counteſs ; but this I objected 
to, as her ladyſhip's meſſage ſeemed to 
indicate ſomething of haſte : ſhe then de- 
fired I would return in the evening, when 
ſhe would make me known to her aunt, as 
the particular friend of her brother; for 
though I had been frequently at the deanry 
during her viſit there, and was preſent at 
her taking leave, ſhe had not honoured me 
with the notice ſhe had done every other 
perſon, by deſiring to ſee them at Port- 

land 
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land- Place. I was not in a ſituation to 
ſtand on ceremony, therefore promiſed to 
comply. Accordingly, at eight o'clock, 


J went, and was uſhered into a drawing 


room, where ſat the Counteſs, with Ma- 
tilda, and ſeveral male and female viſitors. 


On my entrance, Miſs Howard led me 
up to her ladyſhip, and introduced me as 
a friend of her brother, and one ſhe muſt 
recolle& having known at her father's 
houſe : ſhe received me with great polite- 
neſs, but with - ſomewhat of coldneſs. 


After the cuſtomary civilities had paſſed 


on each ſide, ſhe left me, and taking the 


arm of a gentleman who I afterwards 


learned was Lord Vernon ; ſhe walked to 
the other end of the room, and entered 
into converſation, of which it was eaſy to 
perceive, by the glances they caſt at me, 
I was the ſubject. At length they joined 
the company, and the converſation be- 
came general; it turned on foreign cuſ- 

toms, 
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toms, on ſome of which I ventured to 
give my opinion, when Lord Vernon, 


turning to me, ſaid, © How long ſince 


you returned from your travels, fir?” 
I told him I had never been abroad; he 
ſeemed much - ſurpriſed, and exclaimed, 
« Never abroad J anſwered, © Never, 
my Lord; I never was out of England.” 
] am aſtoniſhed, upon my honour,” re- 
turned his lordſhip, in an affected man- 
ner. Why then, ſir, you have never 
ſeen the Gallery at Naples, Saint Peter's 
at Rome, Mount Veſuvius, or the Pyra- 
mids of Egypt?” © Never, my Lord; 
is there any thing ſo wonderful in that?“ 
« Upon my foul,” replied the peer, © I 
think ſo.” Will your lordſhip tell me 
in what the wonder lies?“ © Faith, fir, 
I thought that every man of rank and 
faſhion travelled.” I am neither; does 
the wonder now ceaſe, my Lord?“ O, 
certainly, moſt undoubtedly!” pulling 
up his neckcloth ; Why then, my Lord, 
I aſſure 
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Iaſſure you I am neither,” I beg your 


pardon, fir, for my ane but I thought 


ys 


the Counteſs 


Here he pauſed, and took ſnuff, and 
her ladyſhip, eager to exclude herſelf from 
any ſhare in my viſit, interpoſed, ſaying, 
« No, my lord, this gentleman mever has 
travelled; he is a country neighbour of 
Miſs Howard's.” His lordſhip bowed, 
and again begged my pardon ; I was hurt 
to the quick, but commanding myſelf, I 
coolly replied, © there was not the leaſt 
occaſion for an apology, as his lordſhip 
had miſtaken me for a character I was 
confident he admired, and that, were 1 
inclined to be vain, I ſhould be led to be- 
lieve ſomething in my perſon and addreſs 
beſpoke the man of the world; but, as 
vanity was not among my foibles, I rather 
imputed the miſtake to his lordſhip's 
want of diſcernment.” Here I bowed, 
and the entrance of more company pre- 

vented 


* 
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vented the peer from retorting, which I 
conjecture he would have done with ſome 
ſeverity, as he ſeemed a good deal de- 
ranged. 

The gueſts were now diſpoſed of at the 
different card tables ; I declined playing, 
in the hope of having an opportunity of 
converſing with Matilda, while the reſt 
were engaged; but, to my infinite morti- 
fication, J heard the Counteſs deſire her 
to fill her place at ſuch a table, as ſhe felt 
not diſpoſed to play. Miſs Howard obey- 
ed with too little appearance of reluctance; 
I followed, and placed myſelf over againſt 
her, anxiouſly fixing my eyes on her face; 
her's were ſo intent upon the cards, that 
ſhe ſaw nothing elſe ; or, if chance di- 
reed them to meet mine, there was ſuch 
a vacancy and want of feeling in them, 
that I turned away diſguſted. The only 
comfort I had, aroſe from obſerving that 
ſhe was equally inattentive to all the ogles, 
| ſighs, 
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ſighs, and ſoft, whiſpers which were di- 
rected to her by a crowd of coxcombs z 
among whom Lord Vernon rendered him- 
ſelf conſpicuous far his tenderneſs and at- 
tention. Weary of my ſituation, I would 
have withdrawn, had not a dread of leav- 
17 ing her ſo beſet, detained me: I leaned. 
over a Chair, muſing what I ſhould do, 


ft when my reſerve was interrupted by a 
* voice near me, ſaying, in rather a raiſed 
I tone, “ Heavens! he is more than mor- 
vn tal! he is a perfect divinity !” 

Gs "I | 

. I turned to ſee what new viſitant de- 
| 


ſerved theſe appellations, and from 
whence they came, when, to my infinite 
confuſion, I diſcovered that myſelf was 
the perſon to whom they were applied, | 
and that the beautiful Lady Bridget C—, - 
was the panegyriſt ; her eyes were ſtill 
fixed upon me, and ſhe had addreſſed 
herſelf to the lady of the houſe. Feeling 
myſelf out of countenance, I changed my * 
*XDL, I, p 5 luc, 
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place, and was ſoon after followed by the 
two ladies, when the Counteſs, who had 
not deigned to notice me fince my re- 
fuſing to play, aſked me if I ſtill held i 
my reſolution of not engaging at cards ? 
T replied, if my playing could be diſ- 
penſed with, I ſhould rather it would; but 
if her ladyſhip wanted one, I was at her 
command. She ſaid I was very oblig- 
ing, and could not think of making me 
do what I diſliked. Then, turning to her 
companion, Lady Bridget, ſhe ſaid, As 
you do not play, nor this gentleman, you 

are the fitteſt company for each other: I 
have a great mind to leave you together, 
and I will, myſelf, take one of the places 
you were expected to fill,” 


Without waiting a reply, ſhe preſented 
us to each other ; I ſtammered out ſome- 
thing about the honour ſhe did me, but 
Lady Bridget, more compoſed, faid, ſhe 

ſhould congratulate herſelf upon her hav- 
ing 
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ing declined cards, as it had introduced 
her to the acquaintance of ſo accom- 
pliſned a gentleman as the Counteſs had 
informed her I was. I told the Counteſs, 
I was much indebted to her for her com- 
mendation, but I fancied ſhe had forgot 
that I was only a country neighbour of - 

Miſs Howard's: I continued addreſſing 

Lady Bridget: Your ladyſhip muſt not 

pay implicit credence to the Counteſs of 

N———'$s panegyrics on her gueſts, as 

they ariſe from the uncommon degree of 

good breeding ſhe poſſeſſes, which leads 

her to exalt them in each others opinion, 

er, as well as in their own; it is this which 

ces makes her houſe the reſort of humble 
merit.“ 


ted Lady Bridget-caſt her eyes round the 
ne- room, as if in ſearch of the people I had 
but © mentioned, but appeared unable to gueſs 
ſhe who I could mean: the Counteſs coloured 
ay- © exceſſively, and, ſeeing a party breaking 


— 


2 ' up, 


52 SIGISMAR, 


up, . ſhe hurried to them, and placed her- 
ſelf at the table, leaving me to entertain 
one who was an entire ſtranger to me. 
Had not the lady poſſeſſed greater talents 
for improving an acquaintance than her 
companion did, we ſhould have remained 
ſtrangers till doomſday for, after in vain 


racking my brain for ſomething to ſay to 


her, 1 gave 1t up, and was looking with 
anxiety round me, in the hope that ſome- 
thing might offer, which would afford me 
an excuſe for quitting her. I eonclude 
ſhe ſaw my embarraſſment, for, in the 


gentleſt voice poſlible, ſhe aſked me if 


I did not think the preſent mode of ex- 
- cluding pictures from drawing-rooms was 
a proof of our degenerated taſte ? I re- 
plied, « moſt certainly,” in a vacant tone 
and manner, for I hardly knew-what ſhe 
had ſaid, or what IJ had anſwered. She 


went on: 


* 


40 From 


5 
{ 
\ 
c 
i 


SIGISMAR, 53 


from the fervency of that expreſſion, 
I am convinced you are an admirer of the 


n 

9 art of painting. She then proceeded to 
. expreſs her own exceſſive fondneſs for, 
I and expatiated on it, in a ſtile that at 


4 once gave proof of the correctneſs of her 
taſte, and elegance of her language. 
You, Charles, who know my enthuſiaſm 
h with regard to painting, will not wonder 
that I was charmed; all my timidity 
vaniſhed ; and I diſcovered a knowledge 


Je of the ſcience, I hardly, till that moment, 
"A knew I poſſeſſed. 

if | 1 
8 So taken up was I with my ſubject, 
1 that I did not, for a time, perceive we had 
a attracted the attention of a great part of 
© the company to our converſation ; among 


he which was Lord Vernon, and Miſs 
he Howard: a look of anger from the latter, 
| ſoon put an end to my eloquence ; I was 
of a ſudden ſtruck dumb, and muſt have 
appeared to my auditors as an impudent, 
D 3 ignorant 
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ignorant impoſtor, who, having ſtolen the 
obſervations of another, had got them by 
rote, and having run through my leſſon, 
was compelled to be ſilent. A con- 
temptuous ſneer from Lord Vernon now 
added to my confuſion; my good-natured 


companion alone ſought to releaſe me 


from it, though her opinion muſt have 
been to my diſadvantage, as ſhe, as well 
as the reſt of the company were ignorant 
of che real cauſe. | 


eng the converſation, with infinite 
addreſs, to the leifure a country life af- 
forded to purſue the ſtudy of painting, ſhe 
ſaid, * You mentioned ſomething to the 
Counteſs,” of your having been in the 
country ; were you any time there?” «] 
replied, great part of my life':”” «© You 
muſt not let that be known, added ſhe, 
& or our people of faſhion, who with to 
ſee their ſons accompliſhed gentlemen and 
men of ſenſe, will certainly ſend them 
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thither in future, in preference to foreign 
countries, from whence they almoſt al- 
ways return, apes, and coxcombs. A 
number of this deſcription at this moment 
preſſing about her, to return thanks for 
the compliment ſhe had paid them, I left 
her, and flew to Matilda, begging to know 
how I had offended her, when, with a 
look of contempt, ſhe told me, I had 
better ſtay. with Lady Bridget, as we 
ſeemed pleaſed with each other; and, for 
her part, ſhe had not at preſent leiſure or 
inclination to attend to me; with this ſhe 


turned away. Had you ever loved as J 


do, Charles, you would pity me; 1 was 
abſolutely Mackenzie, do not laugh! 
but I was abſolutely in terror leſt I ſhould 
faint on the floor. To prevent ſo un- 
manly a cataſtrophe, I hurried to a 
ſeat where I was ſome time before I 
recovered myſelf ; when I did, the firſt 


object which met my view, was Maſs 


Howard, ſeated in a retired part of the 
D 4 room,. 
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room, liſtening, with the utmoſt attention, 
to Lord Vernon, whoſe diſcourſe appear- 
ed, from his lordſhip's earneſtneſs, to be 
of a ſerious nature. My pride was 
wounded ; I felt aſhamed of the figure I 
made: riſing, I went and made my bow 
to the Counteſs, who curtſeyed very low, 
but did not ſpeak. I then addreſſed 
Lady Bridget, (who ſat near Miſs How- 
| ard), I told her ladyſhip what was fartheſt 
from the truth; that the moment had ar- 
rived, when I was compelled to regret I 
had had the honour of being introduced to 
her ladyſhip, as I was come to take my 
leave. She faid, ſhe ſhould feel equal 
regret with myſelf, and with far greater 
reaſon, if ſhe could ſuppoſe, that the 
evening which began, was to end our ac- 
quaintance : but ſhe had no fuch idea, as 
me hoped for the honour of ſhortly ſhew- 
ing me her Lord's collection of pictures, 
which, ſhe flattered herſelf I would not 
Fed, | find 
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find unworthy the obſervation of even ſo 
excellent a critic. 


I bowed, and paſſing by Matilda, with- 
out appearing to ſee her, had reached the 
door, when Lady Bridget ſtepping after. 


me, and repeating my name, I returned to 


meet her; it was to deſire my addreſs: I 
gave her ladyſhip a card. At this mo- 
ment I met the eyes of Matilda Howard; 
they were ſuffuſed in tears; I was on the 
point, Charles, of running and throwing 
myſelf at her feet, to implore her forgive - 
neſs, had not prudence been kinder to me 
than 1s her cuſtom, by ſtepping in and 


bidding me inſtantly depart. | I obeyed the 


command, and, hurrying out of the houſe, 


returned to my lodgings, after having 


paſſed the moſt unpleaſant evening of my 


life. 


I immediately wrote a letter to Miſs 


Howard, expreſſing my concern for the 


8 involun- 
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involuntary offence I had given, and en- 
treating pardon; I concluded with affur - 
ig her of my unalterable attachment : 


this I ſent early the next morning. I 


have ſince wrote again, and called every 
day, but to no purpoſe, I cannot gain 
admittance, nor has ſhe deigned to anſwer 
my letters: I know not what to think; 
indeed I am incapable, of thinking ration- 
ally ; I have paſſed my time in driving 
from.one public place to another, in the 
hope of ſeeing her; but all in vain ; ſhe 
either does not go into public, or I do 
not ſtay long enough in any place to meet 
her ; for I am no ſooner in one place, and 
find that ſhe is not there, than I am haunt- 
ed with the idea that I ſhall miſs her by 
ſtaying a moment where I am, I then 


hurry away to another, where I am equally 


reſtleſs; and fo go on till I have gone 


__  throughevery faſhionable houſe of public 
*  diffipation with which this town abounds. 
I then return home dejected, diſappointed, 


and 
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and weary; I have ſpent the laſt eight 
days of my life in this manner, without 


variation; and, by heaven, Mackenzie, I 
would not live it over again for worlds, 


nay, I could not; ſuch another week 


would fi. me for the hoſpital of incu- 


rables. 


I will, to-morrow, ſet out for Oxford; 
I ſhall be leſs unhappy when at a diſtance 


from the reſidence of the unkind poſſeſſor 


of my heart ; ſhe cannot love me; yet 
ſhe mult, ſhe ſhall, ſhe does. The jealous, 
pang ſhe felt on Lady Bridget's account; 
the tear which my negle& had brought 
into her eye, and which, at that moment 
pierced my ſoul, are now my cordial 
drops. Yes, Mackenzie, ſhe loves me; 
but ſurely ſhe has too ſeverely puniſhed 
my firſt, my unintentional offence. I 
will leave London ; perhaps when ſhe 


knows I am gone, ſhe will relent, and $2 
ſeal my pardon with her hand, for lam 
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reſolved, prudential motives ſhall no 
longer deter me from ſoliciting it. I feel 
that penury with her, would be preferable 
to a kingdom without her. I will-no 
longer trifle with my happineſs. Adieu, 
Charles, I will ſet out ax. Oxford to- 
morrow z write to me there; give me 


counſel; I will follow it if I can. 
Adieu, 


William LISs TEX. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 


MS. PAULET TO MISS HOWARD, 


I WOULD have long fince written to 
my Emma, had I known what to have 
ſaid to her reſpecting her ſiſter; and I 
would now have declined writing at al}, 
did I not fear my ſilence might alarm her. 
The day following the viſit I informed you 
I had made Matilda, ſhe returned it; 
the Counteſs did me the ſame honour; 
their ſtay was ſhort. At their departure, 
T preſſed your ſiſter to give me as many 
ot her hours as poſſible, when the Coun- 
teſs gave me to underitand Miſs Howard's 


maſters, that ſhe had ſcarcely ſufficient 
to fulfill her indiſpenſible engagements ; 


time was ſo taken up with her ſeveral. 


but that ſhe, and ſhe did not doubt her 
| niece, of 


} \ 
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niece, would be always happy, when 1 
woul.. honour them with my company at 
Portland Place. I was a good deal hurt: 
I toki her ladyſhip, I had flattered my- 
ſelf Miſs Howard would have deemed her 
ſchool-fellow, and the friend of her ſiſter, 
one to whom her engagements were in- 
diſpenſible; that I believed her family 
thought ſo, and would be aſtoniſhed to 
hear the contrary. She rephed, when- 
ever ſhe could ſteal half an hour, ſhe 
would bring my young friend to fee me, 
but I muſt excuſe her from ſuffering her 
to come alone, as ſhe never permitted 
her to viſit out of her company: ſhe 
added; ſhe. myſt own ſhe was a little 
ſelfiſh in- this particular, as by this, ſhe 
not only enjoyed more of Miſs Howard's 
time, but had a hope of ſeeing Mrs. 
Paulet frequently her gueſt. 


Here the hypocrite curtſyed to the 
ground, and they were taking their leave; 
I ſlightly 
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I lightly returned the compliment; and, 
taking the hand of Matilda, preſſed it 
between both mine, telling her, though 
I perceived I was no longer to look on 
her but as an acquaintance, ſhe muſt for- 
give me if I till remembered ſhe was 
the Dean of 's beloved daughter, and 
ſiſter to my deareſt friend; and in thoſe 
characters took an anxious care in her 
future happineſs and conduct. I would 
have proceeded, but my heart was too 
full to ſuffer me : ſhe was affected, and, 
raiſing my hand to her lips, ſhe kiſſed it 
with emotion. They then withdrew, 
never more, I am convinced, to renew 
their viſit. Her ladyſhip, I ſuppoſe, 
thinks I might be a {py upon her actions, 
and, as ſuch, wiſhes to keep me at a diſ- 
tance. I have, ſince this viſit, written 
twice to your ſiſter, in the hope of draw- 
ing her into a correſpondence ; her 
anſwers have been merely complimentary, 
and ending with an apology for the ſhort- 
| neſs 
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neſs of them, pleading numberleſs en- 
gagements as her excuſe. 


I took the opportunity of Mr. Leſley's 
having called on me on his arrival in 
town, to.wait on Matilda ; I enquired for 
Miſs Howard only, as you may ſuppoſe, 
but was ſhewn into a room where the 
Counteſs was alone. I begged her pardon, 
and ſaid it was Miſs Howard I wiſhed to 
ſee ; ſhe begged me to be ſeated, and ſhe 

ſhould wait on me immediately: then, | 
ſtepping to the door of an adjoining room, 
ſhe called to your ſiſter, who inſtantly 
appeared, attended by a Lord Vernon. 


Matilda coloured on ſeeing me, and 
ſeemed much embarraſſed; I told her ! 
had heard from the deanry; that her 
friends complained much of not hearing 
Wi from her. The Counteſs, addreſſing her 
Wi * «niece, ſaid, My dear, you ought to be 
fl oe _ » amazingly obliged to Mrs, Paulet for 
| acting 
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aſſiduous as ſhe is to diſcover, and remind 
you of your neglect of duty; I hope you 
receive her reproofs as you ought,” I 
replied with warmth, © If ſhe did, ſhe 
would ſee them as they really were; as 
acts of friendſhip, dictated by a heart filled 
with anxiety for her peace, and that of her 
reſpectable family; but I believed ſhe did 
not receive them as they were intended, 
for I feared her judgment had been per- 
verted ; to what end, her ladyſhip, who 
had been the inſtrument, could beſt de- 
cide.” 


Without waiting an anſwer, I aſked 
your ſiſter if ſhe had any commands to the 
| deanry ? ſhe had ſat filent and confuſed, 
but now faultered out, her humble duty 
and affectionate love to all there.“ I 
then enquired where Mr. Leſley lived, 
and when he went out of town? ſhe 
_ * ſhe did not know either.“ The 
Counteſa 
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Counteſs deſired. to be informed, if I 
conſidered Miſs Howard's not being able 
to direct me to the lodgings of all the 
young men of the town, as another mark 
of a perverted mind? if I did, ſhe was 
willing I ſhould likewiſe impute that to 
her direction. I told her, without wait- 
ing for her permiſſion, I ſhould have done 
ſo, as I had too high an opinion of Miſs 
Howard's principles, to ſuppoſe ſhe could, 
without being miſguided, be ignorant or 
indifferent to any thing which related to 
Mr. Leſley. 


You muſt forgtve me, Emma, for be- 
traying your confidence, bur I thought it 
neceſſary to remind Matilda of her ſolemn 
engagement, which I believe ſhe had, to 
that moment forgot. She, however, I 
have reaſon to think, from the effect my 
words produced upon her go felt all its 
force: for, riſing in extreme agitation 
rom her ſeat, ſne withdrew, pale and 
. trembling, 
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2 trembling, to a window, where ſhe gave 
ble vent to a flood of tears. Lord Vernon 


followed her ; on his approach, ſhe put 


me, my Lord, nor perſecute me more; 
Maria is right.“ 


The Counteſs bit her lip, and the peer 
ſtood confounded ; I took a very uncere- 
monious leave, enjoying the confuſion I 
had occaſioned. Were your ſiſter of a 
different temper than ſhe is, I ſhould 
hope for ſome permanent good from my 
reminding her of her plighted faith ; but 
as ſhe is, I have no hope ; there is no 
ſtability in her; no foundation to ground 
any thing on; ſhe has a heart ſuſceptible 
of the moſt poignant feelings, but a mo- 

ment paſſes, and the remembrance of her 
forrow, and the cauſe of it, are vaniſhed : 
the has a heart q feel, a tear to pity, and 
a hand to relie ve the diſtreſſes cf her fel- 
low creature; ſhe would ſuffer any incon- 
venience 


him back with her hand, ſaying, © Leave 


engagement, which I believe ſhe had, to 
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Counteſs deſired. to be informed, if 1 

conſidered Miſs Howard's not being able 
to direct me to the lodgings of all the 
young men of the town, as another mark 
of a perverted mind? if I did, ſhe was 

willing I ſhould likewiſe impute that to 
her direction. I told her, without wait- 
ing for her permiſſion, I ſhould have done 
fo, as I had too high an opinion of Miſs 
Howard's principles, to ſuppoſe ſhe could, 
without being miſguided, be ignorant or 
indifferent to any thing which related to 
Mr. 22 


You muſt forgive me, Emma, for be- 
traying your confidence, bur I thought it 
neceſſary to remind Matilda of her ſolemn 


that moment forgot. She, however, I 
have reaſon to think, from the effect my 
words produced upon her pow felt all its 
force: for, riſing in extreme agitation 
om. her ſeat, ſhe withdrew, pale and 
5 trembling, 
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trembling, to a window, where ſhe gave 
vent to a flood of tears. Lord Vernon 
followed her ; on his approach, ſhe put 
him back with her hand, ſaying, © Leave 
me, my Lord, nor perſecute me more; 
Maria is right.” 


The Counteſs bit her lip, and the peer 
ſtood confounded ; I took a very uncere- 
monious leave, enjoying the confuſion I 
had occaſioned. Were your ſiſter of a 
different temper than ſhe is, I ſhould 
hope for ſome permanent good from my 
reminding her of her plighted faith; but 
as ſhe is, I have no hope; there is no 
ſtability in her; no foundation to ground 
any thing on; ſhe has a heart ſuſceptible 
of the moſt poignant feelings, but a mo- 
ment paſſes, and the remembrance of ker 
ſorrow, and the cauſe of it, are vaniſhed: 

the has a heart q; feel, a tear to pity, and 
a hand to relieve the diſtreſſes cf her fel- 
low creature; ſhe would ſuffer any incon- 
venience 
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venience kerſelf to oblige another, but it 


formed it, for I think it a moſt dangerous 


her an caſy prey to the deſigning hypo- 


preſent, I tremble for the youth, whoſe 


muſt be done at the inſtant; for, leave it 
to any future period, and ſhe thinks no 
more of it, 


This 1s, the judgment I have formed of 
your ſiſter's character, and with pain I have 


one, and 'one that will plunge her into 
numerous difficulties, though poſſeſſing a 
boſom untainted by one vicious thought ; 
the lightneſs and volatility of her diſpo- 
ſition, Joined to her gentleneſs, will render 


crite. 


I am convinced ſhe loves Mr. Leſley, 
and that, were he ſuffered to be with her, 
which he cannot while ſhe continues in 
her preſent ſituation, ſhe would never de- 
viate from her firſt attachment; but at 


"_— happineſs depends on her con- 
ſtancy: 
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ſtancy: nor has the account, a viſitant 
has this morning brought me, aſſiſted to 
lull my fears. 


Your ſiſter and the Counteſs left town 
ſeveral days ſince, accompanied by Lord 
Vernon: it ſeems they are to ſpend ſome 
time at a ſear of his, (no great proof this 
of your aunt's delicacy) as his lordſhip's 
character hardly warrants a young lady, 
deſtitute of a male protector, remaining 
any time under his roof. To be plain; 
Ithink your father ſhould be immediately 
made acquainted with her engagement to 
Mr. Leſley; he will then ſee the in- 
utility and impropriety of her remaining 
with the Counteſs of N——, who will 
give her ideas beyond Mr. Leſley's for- 
tune, without giving her any thing to 
ſupport them, as ſhe will not think her- 
ſelf bound to provide for one who has 
diſpoſed of herſelf without conſulting her. 
Conſider this well, my dear Emma, and 
*. then 
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then follow what your judgment dictates; 

| and, whatever the reſult of your delibe- 
* rations may be, they ſhall have my ardent 
. prayers for a ſucceſsful concluſion, for J 


am, with the moſt unalterable friendſhip, 


Yours, 


MARITA PAULET, 


k 
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LETTER IX. 


SIR CHARLES MACKENZIE TO WILLIAM 


LESLEY, ESQ, 


Di not I know that my friend poſ- 
ſeſſes a mind equal to cope with diſap- 
pointments, I ſhould fear for the effect 
my preſent intelligence might have on 
you; and even convinced as I am of 
your ſuperior ſenſe, and of the contempt 
you muſt feel for the worthleſs being 
whoſe perfidy is the ſubject of this letter. 
I till find a reluctance to acquaint you 
with it, and were it poſſible you could 
remain any time ignorant of the baſeneſs 
of one who poſſeſſed, but deſerved not 
your eſteem, I ſhould have been filent ; 
W but 
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- but it is not poſſible. 1 ſhall, therefore, 
without ceremony, inform you, that Ma- 
tilda Howard was yeſterday married to 
Lord Vernon ; deeply as ſhe had ingrafted 
herſelf in your heart, I know it will coſt 
you a pang to drive it thence ; yet a 
moment's conſideration will ſhew you 
how unworthy ſhe is of the ſmalleſt place 
In your regard, Your pride alone would 

be ſufficient, had you no other motive for 
forgetting her. Has ſhe not facrificed 
you at the ſhrine of avarice and ambi- 
tion? has ſhe not been bribed to ſell her 
perſon to a Lord, while her heart refuſed 
to accompany the bauble? Yes, ſhe 
has; I ſaw her, Leſley ; for I was, by ac- 
cident, preſent at the profaned ceremony; 
ſhe trembled and turned pale, and. pro- 
nounced the promiſe to love. I ſaw her 
give a reluctant hand, and wear a dejected 
and guilty countenance, till the title of 
- ladyſhip, joined with congratulations, 
8 (adds in her ear: this had power in an 
inſtant 
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iaftant to diſpel the gloom; her coro- 
neted coach drawing up to the door, 
completed her cure, and rivalled you in 
her affe&tions. | 


Can you A one tender ſentiment 
for ſo weak, ſo mean a creature? Im- 
poſſible; it cannot be: you cannot love 
what you do not reſpe&, and ſhe has 
forfeited every claim ſhe ever had upon 
your eſteem. Upon my honour, Leſley, 
ſo much do I deſpiſe her, that you would 
be leſſened in my opinion were I to know 
that you regretted her loſs; a loſs it is 
not, nor will it prove one ; you will now 
complete your ſtudies, and make the uſe 
| of them they were intended for, by 
making them the means of diſplaying 
abilities which I foreſaw would have lain 
dormant had this boyiſh engagement 
taken place. I ſhall now hope to ſee you 
unſhackled by attachment to any thing 
vor. I. * but 


„ Steak. 

but the opinion of the world, unleſs it i 
to him, who, from his infancy has been, 
und to his lateſt hour will continue to be, 


Your fincere and affe&ionate Friend, 


hs b 
CHARLES Mackzxzn. 
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LETTER X. 


WILLIAM LESLEY, ESQ. TO SIR CHARLES 
/ MACKENZIE. 


Tur contempt of my friend is then to 
be added to my other calamities: When 
ſorrows come, they come not ſingle 
ſpies, but in battalions; be it ſo: my 
boſom is bared to receive them; the hope 
of my life is loſt, therefore fate I defy you. 
Yes, Mackenzie, I have forfeited your 
good opinion, nor can I ever regain it, as 
Matilda, the perjured Matilda, till en- 
flaves, and will enſlave, this bleeding 
heart, whilſt it has power to feel. You 
ſay I will now return to my ſtudies: Ohj no, 
Charles, © Othello's occupation's gone;“ 
I am loſt to myſelf and the world ; the 
vigor of my mind is fled ; I have no ca- 


E 2 pacity 


pacity for any thing but wretchedneſs; in 


you not ſay ſhe gave a reluctant hand, 


| hrink from his deteſted arms. He will 


thought lead me! muſt not ſhe be wretch- 
ed too! Heaven forbid ! no, Matilda, 


of your peace! it would no longer be a 
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that I am an adept. 
Cruel, ungenerous Matilda! but did 


and that her heart refuſed to accompany 
her perſon? Do I then poſſeſs that ineſ- 
timable treaſure, and has the villain lord 
no ſhare in it? This knowledge will com- 
fort me; my revenge will at leaſt be gra- 
tified ; ſhe will loath his embraces, and 


be wretched: alas! where does that 


T could not enjoy a bleſſing at the expence 


bleſſing if it coſt you a ſigh ; that ſigh 
would turn it to a curſe ; then give your 
heart, where you have given your perſon, 


to Lord — 


4 


in 
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By heaven, Charles, I cannot finiſh the 
ſentence. No, never will I conſent, that 
he who has robbed me of my deareſt 


right, ſhould be rewarded with happineſs 
greater than a good man could deſerve. 


No, ſhe may withdraw her affections from 
me, but I cannot endure the thought that 
he poſſeſſed them: may he feel the weight 
of the miſery he has inflicted ; the inſup- 
portable curſe of diſappointed love. Oh, 
my friend, could you know how I doated 
on the ingrate ; c5uld you know to what 
a vaſt extent I loved her, you would 
pity me, and forgive the ſorrow I feel at 
reſigning her to another. Had ſhe died, 
my reſpect for her memory, and the re- 
collection of her truth, would have ſoften- 


ed my deſpair; I ſhould have looked for- 


ward to the time when we ſhould again 


meet; but now I have nothing to conſole, 


me; no future expectation to allay the 
pains of abſence, for even in another world 
I cannot claim her—ſhe is another's, — 
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that thought diſtracts me ; I muſt forget 


her, or loſe myſelf, I will return to 
London ; the gloom of a college ſuits not 


with the preſent temper of my mind; I 
will fly from it, and try what hurry and 


noiſe will do; if its effects are ſalutary, 


you ſhall hear from me again; if not, 1 


conclude you will not wiſh. Be that as 


it may, I ſhall-ever remain, with moſt 


unfeigned regard, 


Your fend, 


WILLIAM LESLEY. 


—_" LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


LADY VERNON TO MISS HOWARD, 


How ſhall I tell my Emma the deed 


have done, and what will ſhe ſay when ſhe 
is informed of it! ſhe will not credit what 


I write; ſhe will fay it is impoſſible. 
Matilda Howard cannot have married 


Lord Vernon, her heart has long been 


Leſley's; ſhe has ſworn her hand to be 
his, and has called heaven to witneſs and 
record her vow, that ſhe will never be 
another's. True, my ſiſter; I well re- 
member the ſolemn oath; but it is too 
late; I could alſo repent, but repentance 
will avail little. I am the wife of Lord 
Vernon ; an hour has not paſſed fince 1 
returned from the altar ; yet, in that little 
ſpace I have ſhed more tears than my 
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own reflections have drawn from me in 
my whole life before. You will expect 

me to account to you for this change in | 
my ſentiments reſpecting Mr, Leſley, and 
for the ſecrecy and haſte with which this 


marriage has been conducted. 


To the firſt I can only ſay, the change 
has ariſen in me from his unkind and im- 
proper conduct. He paſſed an evening at 
my aunt's, on his firſt coming to town, when 
he became acquainted with Lady Bridget 
C , to whom he inſtantly attached 
himſelf, and has, from that moment, 
thought no more of me, as was viſible 
from his behaviour ; for, on leaving the 
room that night, after having compli- 
mented her ladyſhip in the moſt particular 
manner, he paſſed by me without the 
common civilities good breeding required; 
nor has he once ſince called; or even ſent 
to make the moſt trifling enquiry con- 

cerning me; but, I am informed, has de- 
| dicated 
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dicated the whole of his time to attending, 
on his new acquaintance, 


This ungenerous and inſulting treat- 
ment made me liſten to my aunt's perſua- 
ſions in favour of Lord Vernon; and, on 
the moment ſhe had drawn a half conſent, 
indeed, my Emma, it was but half con- 
ſent from me, I was hurried to church, 
and married without thinking what I was 
doing; poor thoughtleſs creature that I 
am! I know not when I ſhould have re- 
collected myſelf, had I not, in the midft 
of the ceremony, met the eye of William's 
friend, Mr. Mackenzie, who I once be- 
fore had ſeen, and now recollected he had 
never but then ſeen me ; yet I am ſure he 
knew me, from the look of indignation 
and contempt he darted at me, which, in 
an inſtant, reminded me of the wrong I 
was doing his friend. I believe I ſhould 
have called to the clergvman to ſtop, had 
not a chill faintneſs come over and ſtupi- 


E 5 fied 


[ 


% 
_— — <-> 0% 


. 2ST 


, 


; 
; 
þ 
1 
. 
; 
; 


» * 
1 a a © Aw” « 4 


SIGISMAR, 


fed my ſenſes, from which I was awaken- 
ed by. the congratulations of thoſe who 
attended. I now ſaw all was over, and 
therefore put on the beſt appearance l 
was able. 


As ſoon as I had reached home, I ex- 
cuſed myſelf on account of informing 
you, my Emma, what I had done : the 
_ Counteſs has undertaken to excuſe me to 

my father, for having given myſelf away 
without firſt obtaining his approbation : 
he is all goodneſs, and will pardon me. 
Jou, too, my gentle ſiſter, will overlook 
my fault; but what will Leſley ſay? 
will he forgive me? yet why do I aſk 
this? he thinks not of me; perhaps, at 
this moment, he has forgot there is ſuch 
a being. Oh, my Emma, what have [I 
done? but it is too, too late; I muſt not 
think, I muſt ſtudy to forget every thing; 
my ſelf, and what is dearer than myſelf, 
the ungrateful Leſley; and, in their ſtead, 

I will 
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I will cheriſh the remembrance of the 
beloved inhabitants of that roof, under 
whoſe cover I have paſſed, I fear, the 
happieſt of my days. 


Adieu, my ſweet Sitter, pray for your 
MaTiLDa, (I muſt add) 


VERNON. 
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LETTER XII. 


THE COUNTESS OF N— TO THE DEAN 
68 — 


My dear Dean, 


Ar the deſire of your daughter, I have 
taken up the pen to intercede for pardon 
of a ſhocking offence ſhe has committed 
this morning ; but indeed her crime 1s of 
ſuch a nature, that I almoſt defpair of 
fucceſs. What do you think the unfor- 
tunate girl has done? Nay, it is in vain 
to puzzle; were you to think all the years 
you have to live, you would not gueſs, as 
ſuch a thought has never, nor ever could 
have entered into your head; but take the 

dreadful 
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dreadful hiſtory. The little witch found. 
fome way or other to ſteal the heart and 
fenſes of a peer of the realm, poſſeſſed of 
the trifling. fortune of thirty thouſand 
pounds a year; and ſhe had the impru- 
dence to make hay while the ſun ſhone, 
by taking advantage of his weak moment, 
to prevail upon him to take her for better 
for worſe ; which he did this morning, 
in the pariſh church of To do 
her juſtice, ſhe had ſome ſcruples on the 
occaſion, and would have waited papa's 
conſent ; but I was apprehenſive his lord- 
ſhip might recover his reaſon, and then 
papa's conſent would come too late, and 
then papa would ſay, I was as great a 
ſimpleton as his daughter; ſo I told her 
we would get that afterwards, which would 
do juſt as well. 


My arguments at length prevailed, and 
I took Miſs Howard, a girl without a 
thilling fortune, in my carriage to church; 
from 
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from whence by the magic of a few non- 
ſenſical words, ſhe returned home in her 
own, with the title of Lady Vernon, the 
rank of a peereſs, and a fortune of thirty 
thouſand pounds a year, What a cataſ- 
trophe! do you think you can forgive 
her? you muſt indeed, poor papa; I have 
promiſed her you ſhall; but ſhe has 
ſerious fears of your anger. My Lord 
Vernon and myſelf have laughed heartily 
at her folly ; which, after all, I muſt think 
feigned; indeed I believe ſhe is the verieſt 
little counterfeit in the kingdom. | 


Preſent my beſt regards to Mr. and Mis 
Howard, and believe me, with congratula- 
tions on this fortunate event in your family, 


Your very ſincere Friend, 


And humble Servant, 
N. 


SIGISMAR. $7 


On- 

her 

the | 
irty LETTER XIII. ö 
taſ- | 
ve "THE COUNTESS OF N— TO LADY BEL. 

ave | EASTWOOD, 

has 

ord Now that my affairs are ſettled beyond 

tily the power of fate to diſturb them, I will 


in. WI fatisfy your curioſity reſpecting my late 
unaccountable conduct, as you term it; 
unaccountable it muſt have appeared to 
you, and all who have any knowledge of 
Miſs my real character, that I ſhould quit Paris, 
ula- and immure myſelf, for the immenſe ſpace 
mih, of ten days, in a miſerable old cloiſter, 
with a man of God, and his progeny; 
not content with this, that I ſhould re- 
move one of this holy family to London 
with me. Yes, you muſt have been 
amazed; I was ſenſible what cauſe I had 
given for aſtoniſhment, and I felt a kind 


of 
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of compaſſion for yeu, but it was not 
ſtrong enough to get the better of my 
prudence, which whiſpered to me, not to 
trouble my friends with my ſecrets, unleſs 
their aſſiſtance was neceſſary; for, ſays 
ſhe, what end can it anſwer? beſides, it 
is not polite to burthen your friends, to 
keep that for yon, which can be of no 
uſe to them, and which may be ſtole from 
them in ſpite of their beſt intentions. And 
how can you expect your friend, who is 
unintereſted, to be more cautious than you 
are yourſelf, who, having every thing at 
ſtake, could not be filent ? Thus ſpoke 
her ſage ladyſhip, the ſapience of whoſe 
counſel I approved and followed, till, as I 
before obſerved, the purſuing a different 
conduct would not affect me. I ſhall 
therefore proceed to account to you for 
my apparent extraordinary proceedings ; 
but to do this, it is neceſſary that Tſhould 
go back to the early part of my life. 


When 
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When my father, the Earl of D — 
died, he lefr three orphans, (our mother 
being before dead), a brother, a fiſter, 
and myſelf entirely dependent on his 
eldeſt ſon, who inherited his title, and 
with it the whole of his fortune. We 
were the only part of his legacy he would 
have wiſhed to have been freed from, but 
that was impoſiible ; he for the preſent, 
therefore, wiſely determined to divelt his 
houſe of every thing which could induce 
us to remain in it, thinking diſtreſs was 
the beſt ſpur to induilry. The end proved 
that he had judged well ; for my brother's 
ſpirit could not brook the indignities he 
received. He therefore took an early 
opportunity of telling the Earl, that he 
was an unnatural ſcoundrel, a coward, and 
a wretch he would have trodden under 


father. 
After 


his feet, had he not been the ſoa of his 
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After having finiſhed this gentle re- 
buke; he left his houſe, or rather his priſon, 
and embarked for the Faſt Indies, to the 
infinite ſatisfaction of his noble brother, 
who was now releaſed from one of h's 
dead weights, which was the epithet ke 
gave us. He now exerted his tyranny 
upon my ſiſter and myſclf; . ſhe, poor 
foul, was not of a temper to contend, 
and the grave would have ſoon provided 
for her, had not his lordſhip's chaplain 
ſeen and adminiſtered conſolation to her 
forrows by eloping with ker to Scotland, 
where they were joined in wedlock, in 
which ſtate they lived very happy, not- 
withſtanding her brother renounced her, 
and perſecuted him to the utmoſt of his 
power; but the young man had friends 
who (although oppoſed by his lordſhip) 
had intereſt to obtain him preferment in 
the church; I hardly need add he is the 
preſcnt Dean of ==, 
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J was now the only dead weight re- 
maining, and about me the Earl gave 


himſelf little trouble ; he never ſaw me 
unleſs by accident; and it was one of 


thoſe meetings which brought me into 


notice; for his lordſhip having one day 
ſurpriſed me in an arbour with a young 


gentleman of the neighbourhood, whole 


father was reckoned a proud, choleric, 
troubleſome man; and, as thoſe were a kind 
of people his Jordſhip did not chooſe to of- 
fend, he thought the leſs noiſe was made 
about the matter the better : he therefore 
removed me to the houle of an aunt's, at 
ſome diltance. Here I was introduced 
into company, and attracted the attention 
of ſeveral men of faſhion, who propoſed 
for me to my brother ; among them was 
the Earl of N „ who, offeriag to take 
me without a fortune, was liſtened to, not- 
withſtanding his age trebled mine; my 
brother, apprehending ſome oppoſition 
might ariſe on the part bf Sigiſmar, which 
was 
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was the name of the young man he had 
ſeen with me, and who had then made 
him acquainted with his honourable 
wiſhes of making me his wife, thought it 
beſt to remove him. For this purpoſe, 

he obtained a genteel ſituation under the 
Spaniſh ambaſſador, who was then re- 
called from his embaſſy. Sigiſmar ac- 
cepted the appointment, in the hope he 
ſhould be enabled by it, to obtain my 
brother's conſent, or protect me without 
it, ſhould he refuſe. | 


We parted with proteſtations of eternal 
fidelity, and I was, three weeks after, 
married to the old Earl, with whom 1 


lived ten yeats, to our mutual miſery; he 


at length took it into his head that it 
would be more for his honour to ſeparate. 
He accordingly informed me of his in- 
tentions, and, giving me a ſum of money, 
with directions to his ſteward to pay me 
the ſame annually, deſired me to quit his 

bouſe, 
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houſe, which I was not long doing ; for 
though J had not been hitherto backward 
in indulging myſelf, my heart panted for 
greater liberty, which I was determined 
to enjoy in another country. I therefore 
loſt no time, but going immediately to 
Dover, I croſſed over to France, and 
and from thence I travelled into Spain. 
Shall I confeſs my motive for this, was 
the hope of meeting Sigiſmar, to whom 
I was till acenhed, notwithſtanding 


ambition, I was diſappointed in my 
ſearch, for the object of it had quitted 


Spain, nor had he left any clue by which 
he could be traced. 


My errand having proved abortive, I 
was about returning to England, had I not 
been prevented by the unexpected meet- 


from the Eaſt Indies, where he had accu- 
mulated a vaſt fortune ; I told him a 
pitiable 


I had facrificed him at the ſhrine of 


ing with my brother, who had juſt arrived * 
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| pitiable ſtory of the cruelty with which 1 
had been treated by my huſband ; which 
completed the averſion he had before en- 
tertained for titles and nobility, in which l 
affected to join him: affected I ſay, for I 
really did, and do conſider a title a pretty 
appendage ; it enables a woman to take 
a thouſand liberties which are looked upon 
as bagatelles, or proofs of her ladyſhip's 
ſpirit ; when if Miſs or Miſtreſs were to 
indulge in the ſame latitude, woe be to 
them; they would have all the female 
cats in chriſtendom clawing at them ; nor 
would the males ſpare them, for there are 
male cats; but, my dear, they are of a 
leſs violent nature; they only ſhake their 
heads, and ſhrug their ſhoulders, not be- 
cauſe they are leſs malevolent in their in- 
tentions, than their ſiſter cats, but that 
they have more art, How have I ſeen 
myſelf envied by:your undignified gentle- 
women, who wiſhed to do exactly as I did, 


but dared not, becauſe they knew the 
world 


world would not be reſtrained by their 
conſequence from wagging its tongue 
againſt them. 


But to return to my brother, who was 
a peeviſh whimſical mortal, without one 
quality to recommend him to a fine lady, 
except a fine fortune, and this to me was 
every thing. 1 therefore ſtudied his tem- 
per, and ſoon found the road to his affec- 
tions, which gave me free acceſs to his 
treaſure ; a circumſtance very apropos at 
this time, as my beloved ſpouſe did not 
ſurvive our ſeparation more than three 
years, and at his death left me nothing 
more than my jointure, which amounted 
to the miſerable pittance of ſix hundred 
pounds a year. I his did not affect me, 
as I was now in the lap of fortune; yet 
without being happy ; for to inſure pers 
manence to my proſperity, I was obliged 
to dedicate myſelf to the ways of the 
humouriſt, and they were not ways of 
pleaſantneſs, 
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pleaſantneſs, till at length he, in a happy 
| hour, choſe the path of peace, by quitting 
a world he was not formed to enjoy. 


On opening his Will, 1 found he had 
left the whole of his large fortune (as his 
life had been guided by whim) to his 
neice, Matilda Howard, his eldeſt ſiſter's | 

| ſecond daughter, (only reſerving a few 
thouſands for legacies) but with a proviſo 
that ſhe married a commoner, who ſhould 
take the name of Harley, which was the 
name of a friend he had acquired in India, 
and from whoſe bounty he had derived 
the greater part of the wealth he pol- 
ſeſſed; but, in default of theſe terms be · 
ing complied with, the whole of his pro- 
perty devolved to me. I did not let this 
tþ Will diſtreſs me much, for I believed, as 
it was witneſſed by two foreign domeſtics, 
Vho had left Spain, and had gone I knew 
not whither, that it remained with myſelf to 
18 diſpoſe of it as I thought proper: I there- 
[8 
| 


fore 
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fore contented myſelf with committing it 
to the flames. | 


I now gave looſe to my genius, as you 
can teſtify ; for, at this period, our inti- 
macy commenced, and, for the ſpace of 


capable of enjoying, that of ſplendid diſ- 
ſipation ; I was courted, envied, hated, 
flattered ; the world thought me the hap- 
pieſt of beings, and, had it not been for 


yes, my dear Lady Bell, you have been 
deceived ; I am only happy when ſur- 
rounded by objects that take me from 
myſelf, Retired to my cloſet, I am a 
wretch; the prey of anxiety and uncer- 
tainty. | 


Oh, Sigiſmar, well have you repaid the 
wrong I did you! But what am I about? 
what has this to do with my preſent ſub- 
ere-Nect? I will then go back: but I have 
core vox. 1. F loſt 


one ſecret grief, it had thought right 


ſeven years, I lived the only life I am 
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loſt the thread of my ſtory by this fooliſh 
digreſſion. I will therefore lay down my 
pen, and reſume it at another ſeaſon: til 


when, my dear lady, believe me 


Your's ſincerely, 


LETT! 
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LETTER XIV. 


THE COUNTESS N— TO LADY BELL, IN 
CONTINUATION, { 


I Had now been ſeven years in quiet 
poſſeſſion of my fortune, I had actually 
forgot there had ever been a will that 
might haveggeprived me of it; 1 how- 
ever was not ſuffered to remain in this 
ſecurity, for on deſiring a ſum of money 
from my ſteward, (the ſame who had 
ſerved my brother) he had the preſump- 
tion to remonſtrate at my expences, for 
which inſolence I ſeverly reprimanded 
him; the Gentleman was offended, and 
without the leaſt ceremony told me that 
I was already largely in his debt, and he 
would not advance me any more till that 
was diſcharged ; for, he continued, © ſhould 
F 2 tte 
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the Dean of s daughter eatitle her- 
ſelf to her uncle's fortune, by complying 
with the conditions of his Will, where am! 
to look for my money? I fancy your lady- 
ſhip, who run in debt when poſſeſſed of 
twenty thouſand pounds a year, will hard- 
ly pay thoſe debts when reduced to an in- 
come of ſix hundred.” 


Had the wretch's words been flaſhes 
of lightning, they could not more effec- 
tually have ſilenced me; at length recol- 
lecting myſelf, I ſaid,” are you mad? 
what do you mean? what will do you 
ſpeak of, and in whoſe poſſeſſion is it? 
he coolly replied, in mine: & I mean 


he 
the will your brother made before his death; Wi gr 
the copy of which you found among his Will 


papers, and thought proper to ſuppreſs, 
and informed your credulous brother-in- 
law, that my old maſter had rewarded you 
for your great attention to him, by mak- 
ing youhis ſole heir. I found I was too 

| much 
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much in the power of this man to con- 
tend; I therefore allowed what he had 
advanced, and added ſome excuſe : I for- 
cot whar, for my conduct, with which he 
appeared ſatisfied, and we ſeparated for 
the preſent, but nct till T had obtained from 
him an aſſurance that the ſecret of the 
will never had been diſcloſed to any per- 
ſon ; and from this motive, that the ſenti- 
mental wretch conceived it might be the 
means of facrificing his maſter's heir to 
one who wedded her fortune; one who 
might render her unhappy, and the ho- 
noured name he took with her contempti- 
ble: whereas, in her preſent ſituation, 
who ever made her his wife would marry 
her for herſelf; and by ſo doing give 
ſtrong proof of his affection and generoſtty 
of temper, which enſured felicity to her, 


Harley would till continue to be revered, 


Lou may be aſſured, that after this fine 
ſpeech, I did not attempt corrupting the 
ſanctified 


and gave a promiſe that the name of 
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ſanctified ſpeaker: indeed, I ſaw ſome- 
thing in his face that told me it would be 
in vain; but I likewiſe ſaw ſomething 
which gave me hope he might be over- 
come by art. I therefore highly approv- 
ed of what he had ſaid, and condeſcended 
to requeſt he would ſtill defer making the 
affair known; in the mean time I would 
endeavour to arrange my finances, and 
prepare myſelf to meet the blow. The 
fool was ſoftened by my ſeeming humi- 
lity and promiſed what I aſked ; but at the 
ſame time urged my ſpeedily reconciling 
myſelf; as he was informed, a youth who 
would do honour to the name of Harley 
was attached to the Dean's daughter. 


D . moe... EE. 


On our next meeting I affected to con- 
ſult him on the beſt means of ſettling my 
affairs; among the reſt I informed him of 
a conſiderable ſum of money which I kad 
lent to a perſon of conſequence in Italy, 
and wiſhed J had ſome perſon whoſe ex- 

pedition 
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pedition and honeſty I could rely on to go 
there and recover it. The idiot inſtantly 
offered his ſervices, this was what I aimed 
at; you will conceive I was not long in 
furniſking him with his credentials, and 
at the hour he left Spain for Italy I left 
it for England; determined to loſe no 
time, leſt he ſhould return from his fools 
errand before my ſcheme was finiſhed ; 
though I had not much reaſon to expect 
him very ſhortly, as I had taken care not 
to be certain what part of Italy my air- 
drawn friend was in ; and had likewiſe 
repreſented him as a perſon in cog, leſt he 
ſhould marvel at a perſon of his conſe- 
quence not being known : 1 furniſhed the 
ſentimental blockhead with all the papers 
requiſite to prove the debt ; which as they 
were of my own writing, I had taken care 
to make full and formal as poſſible. 


On my arrival in England, I poſted with 
all expedition to the deanry, where I was 
received 
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received with all the reſpect, and treated 
as rich relations always are, with all poſ- 
fible homage. Oh, my dear Lady Bell, 
you would have pitied me had you ſeen 
the ſituation, I have really, I think, 
earned the fortune I have ſecured by what 
J underwent during theſe ten days, for 
every day was a year ; but I was reſolved 
to accommodate myſelf to the humours, 
be they what they might, of the preacher 
and his lock, It was well I had ſo made 
up my mind, for nothing elſe could have 
enabled me to perſevere, their cuſtoms 
were ſo exceſſively outre, Why, my dear, 
we aſſembled, ſervants and all, every 
morning at eight o'clock, in a frightful, 
gloomy old chapel, where they faid their 
prayers for at leaſt half an hour, and then 
_ adjourned to breakfaſt, which they ſeemed 
to eat the heartier for the exerciſe they 
had had. Their ceremony took a dif- 
ferent effect upon me; for though I was 


* a looker on, it totally deſtroyed my 
| appetite, 
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appetite, to create which I was compelled 
to drive about the country, praiſing proſ- 
pects that I never looked at, till the hour 
of three, when we ſat down to dinner, 
aſter the Dean had, with great ſolemnity, 
begged God to bleſs our meat. I know 
not what effect this might have with the 
reſt of the family, but, for my own part, 
I did not find my viands to digeſt better 
than before I was uſed to that ceremony. 


The cloth was ſcarcely removed, and 
the prieſt had petitioned we might be 
made thankful for the good things we had 
partaken of, before we were ſummoned 
to the drawing room, to receive viſitors, 
which my conſiderate hoſt had invited 
for my amuſement ; they did amuſe me; 
they were ſuch formal old ſouls you 
would have died with laughing, had yot 
ſeen me, in the midſt of them, aſking one 
how many little cherubs ſhe had? another, 
how the charming little boy I had ſeen, 
did? then complimenting a third on the 
| 7 5 beauty 
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beauty of the great healthy Miſs ſhe had 
with her, or on the gentility of the ill bred. 
heir; nor were the males neglected : ] 
praiſed the horſe of one; the garden of 
another ; the houſe of a third ; the wife 
of a fourth: and, after they were gone, 
ſpoke in rapture of them all to my be- 
heving brother-in-law, who was delighted 
at the hzppineſs I enjoyed in his retire- 
ment, which I fancy he began to think! 
would be ſorry to quit: and, good fou!, 
willing to difpel my uneaſineſs, took an 
opportunity of mentioning ſomething he 
was to aftoniſh me with ſome months 
hence. I proteſt the very word months 
made me tremble, though I had command 
enough over myſelf to conceal my emo- 
tion, and to feign a rapture at the idea, 
though I was at that moment determined 
that a few hours ſhould fix the day of my 
departure; for I had been long enough 
there to ſee that-the ſmalleſt delay would 


be dangerous, 
I ſoon 
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I ſoon diſcovered the youth who would 
do honour to the name of Harley, his 
attachment, as well as the lady's, being 
perfectly viſible ; her's I could not wonder 
at; for his uncommon beauty of perſon, 
elegance of manner, ſuperior accompliſh- 
ments, and fine ſenſe, made me tremble 
for my fortune. I never ſaw him but I 
felt the moſt unaccountable uneaſineſs: I 
was ever on the point of calling him 
Harley. In any other ſituation, I could 
have worſhipped and adored this youth; 
but now my fears wrought ſo upon me, 
that I was agitated and unhappy in his 
company. 


I, according to my intention, as ſoon as 
I returned home, pretended to have re- 
| ceived an indiſpenſible ſummons to repair 
to town immediately, and added a moſt 
earneſt petition to be favoured with the 
company of Matilda Howard, who, I pro- 
miſcd, from that moment to adopt. This 
F 6 was 
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Was granted by the fond father, and we 


left his houſe loaded with bleſſings ; I 
haſtened to London with my charge: I 
had ſeen that in her diſpoſition which led 
me to believe, ſne might be moulded, 
when ſeparated from her family, to any 
form I thought proper. 


For the firſt twenty miles we went, ſhe 


did nothing but weep for thoſe ſhe had 
parted from; I at length, with much 
gravity, propoſed returning with her, ſay- 


ing, I ſhould not have taken the trouble ! 
had, could I have thought it would have 
been diſagreeable to her; that my wiſh 
was to make her happy, and I was grieved 
to find my well- meant endeavours had ſo 


_ contrary an effect: my love for her had 
made me officious: but I thanked heaven 
it was not too late to rectify my miſtake. 


Her gratitude was alarmed ; ſhe implored 
my pardon, and entreated me to purſue 


my journey; nor did I fee another tear, 
or 


_ 
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or hear any further expreſſions of regret; | 
ſhe was, long before we reached town, 
perſectly chearful, and ſeemed to have 

forgot ſhe had a friend in the world that 

was not with her. 


As we travelled, I took an opportunity 
of mentioning Leſley; I ſaid I was fear- 
ful her ſiſter and him were attached to 
each other ; yet I hoped ſhe had more 
pride, as I ſhould be ſorry a niece of mine 
ſhould throw herſelf away. The poor 
thing ſeemed aſtoniſhed ; and, in a falter- 
ing voice, aſked if I did not think Mr. 
Leſley very handſome? I careleſsly re- 
plied, yes, I thought him a good looking 
young man enough, and I ſuppoſed he was | 
reckoned a fine gentleman, in her neigh- 
bourhood ? She ſaid he was. I added, 
if he was wiſe, which I had not ſeen much 
proof -of, he would never quit it, as the 
moment he did, he would ſee he had been 
beholden to ignorance for his ſuperiority. 
She 
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She looked amazed, but was ſilent, and 
turned the ſubject. You will perceive 
my end was to leſſen him in her opinion it 
I could, or at leaſt to make her aſhamed 

to communicate her favourable ſentiments 
of him to me. 


On our arrival in Portland Place, I was 
laviſh of my money and indulgence ; the 
firſt was given to be able to attract the 
| attention of the world by the ſplendour of 
iſ her appearance, and the latter, to give her 
| a taſte for high life and diſſipation, and to 
| give me an intereſt with her, in all which 
j | I was ſucceſsful. Her beauty thus adorn- 
g ed, attracted numberleſs admirers; the 
love of pleaſure took poſſeſſion of her 
very ſoul, and ſhe looked up to me with 
adoration, as the author of her happineſs, 


[ | My buſineſs was to get her a titled 
| huſband, and of this I never loſt fight; 


wong thoſe who fluttered round her, I 
4 marked 
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marked Lord Vernon as my prey; not for 
any good qualities, for thoſe were out of 
the queſtion ; but I knew him to be vain, 
raſh, and unthinking ; his vanity, I con- 
cluded, would prompt him to monopolize 
the object of univerſal admiration. His 
unthinking difpoſition would make him 
an eaſy dupe of any artifices J might find 
it neceſſary to uſe; and his raſhneſs would 
prevent delay, which was my grand- ob- 
ject. 


ive 
1 if 
ed 


Here again I was ſucceſsful ; and I 
had reaſon to applaud myſelf for my 
penetration, His lordſhip was, of all 
men, the fitteſt for my purpoſe ; for, on 
the firſt idea of a rival, he propoſed mar- 
"riage. This formidable rival was no other 
than Leſley, who ſoon followed his divi- 
nity to town, and, preſenting himſelf at 
my door, was admitted to her. His 
coming to my houſe was unexpected, as I 


had on all occaſions, treated him with 
ſtucuned 
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ſtudied neglect. I no ſooner heard they 
were together, than I ſeparated them, 


without appearing to have intended it. 


Miſs Howard, on coming to me, inform- 
ed me of the viſitor ſhe had had, and 
alſo that he was to return in the evening. 
I expreſſed ſome ſurprize at his having 
taken the trouble of calling at my houſe, 
and added, coldly, that I ſhould be glad 
to ſee him in the evening as her acquaint- 
ance, 


Before the hour of meeting, I gave 
Lord Vernon the hiſtory of the affair, 
with ſuch additions as I thought proper : 
I had given him to underſtand, by way of 


encouraging him, that it was a mere 


country gentlemen he had to cope with ; 
What then was his aſtoniſhment, when he 
ſaw enter the room, a creature who might 


juſtly be termed © the glaſs of faſhion, 


and the mould of form!” My heart 


| on within me at the fight of him; his 


lordſhip 


I 
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rallied, and made ſeveral very unſucceſsful 
attempts to ſhew his ſuperiority. 


Among my viſitants that evening was 
Lady C——, whoſe turn for gallantry is 
well known: ſhe no ſooner made her ap- 
pearance, than the thought occurred to 
me of bringing her and Leſley together, 
which I accordingly did: ſhe inſtantly 


ſat him down as her ſlave, though all the 


advances were from herſelt ; for Leſley 
poſſeſſes the uſual attendant on uncommon 
merit—great diffidence. Beſides this, I 
ſaw he would moſt willingly have diſ- 
penſed with her ladyſhip's civilities ; 
which, finding he could not eſcape from 
otherways, he took his leave ; but had 
ſtaid long enough to fill the heart of poor 
Matilda with the flame of jealouſy, which 
I took care ſhould not expire for the want 
of freſh fuel, To this end, I forbid his 
being 


a 5 


lordſhip was utterly deranged. After a 
little converſation with me, he however 
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being admitted when he called, nor ſuf. 
fered her to be informed he had done ſo, 
but even affected to wonder at his neglect; 
his letters I ſerved as I had done her 
uncle's Will; beſides, I cauſed reports, I 
had myſelf circulated, reſpecting his at- 
tachment to Lady C—, to be brought 
her; and, as I feigned an indiſpoſition 
which confined me to the houſe, ſhe had 
no opportunity of meeting him, or detect- 


ing the various impoſitions, 


During this time, Lord Vexnon hardly 
left her a moment, and my affairs ſeemed 
in a moſt proſperous way, when they were 
ſhaken by the mal-apropos viſit of a Mrs. 
Paulet, the boſom friend of the elder 
Miſs Howard. I diſcovered, on this lady's 
firſt appearance at my houſe, it would not 
be for my intereſt to ſuffer Matilda to 
cultivate her acquaintance : I therefore 
took an early opportunity. of politely 
affronting her; notwithſtanding which, ſhe 
intruded 
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intruded herſelf upon me when Iwas off my 
guard, and, by her queſtions and reproofs, 
awakened ideas in my ward that had lain 
Jormant for ſome time, and which I found 
very difficult to lull to ſleep again. To 
prevent future interruptions, J left town 
with her, and repaired to the ſeat of Lord 
Vernon, accompanied by his lordſhip, 
where I had every thing prepared to ſeize 
the firſt yielding minute, which pre- 
ſented itſelf a few mornings ſince, when I 
had the happineſs to get rid of my niece, 
and my fears together, 


I ſtaid but a few hours with the new 
married couple, but left them to enjoy the 
pleaſures of love and retirement unmo- 
leſted, notwithſtanding the moſt preſſing 
entreaties of Lady Vernon to the con- 
trary: ſhe, poor ſoul, had began to repent 
her part of the bargain before the cere- 
mony was finiſhed ; but it is now pait 
recovery, and ihe had better make the 

beſt 
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beſt of it. I have made her a great lady, 


| but I am not intereſted whether or not ſhe th 
is a happy one. th 
/ 15 PPY Ol E 
; I have written to the ſentimental gentle- te 
| man, my ſteward, informing him of the [ 
iy extinction of the honoured name of Har- W 
ley, and likewiſe reminding him of his p 
| unparalelled inſolence to me, for which, n 


and his being a fool, I acquainted him he 
was diſcharged my ſervice. 


Now do you not think I have managed 
my cards in a maſterly manner ? Perhaps 
you will fay the idiots I had to deal with, 
= played into my hand; yet I had to prac- 
tice much ſhuffling, nor was the cutting 

- without its ſhare of art. I have the vanity 
to think, had not my adverſaries aſſiſted 
with their miſdealing, I was equal to- 
have played the whole game alone; you 

' re collect that I had both whiſt and hazard 
0 attend to; you will not wonder then 


f 
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that I now change my game to brag ; 
though at the ſame time I muſt ac- 
knowledge I am much indebted to lot- 
tery, for the preſervation of my fortune. 
I give you leave to amuſe our coterie 
with theſe my exploits, for which I ex- 
pect to to be rewarded by their granting 
me a diploma. 


When I ſhall again join your ſociety, I 
am not able to ſay; London at preſent 
poſſeſſes novelty which diverts my thoughts 
from dwelling on objects that deſtroys my 
peace. This will fill you with conjec- 
tures, but they will be vain; for you muſt 
remain in doubt and uncertainty ; nor can 
you complain ; for ſhe, the unhappy ſhe 
who writes this, has long been a prey to 
them, and too probably may long remain 
on the rack of ſuſpence, till another world 
ſhall remove the veil. Another world ! 
what know I of it! nothing. Then, why 
* I ſpeak of that of which I am un- 


informed? 
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informed? do I look forward to that hoy 


with chearful expectation? No, no: 


miſerable as I am, I prefer living here, 
where I know the worſt, to venturing on: 
world unknown. But I muſt quit this 
theme; for, were I to give way to thi 
gloom, you would hear that I had made 
my Will, and given the fortune I have 
taken ſo much pains to ſecure to myſelf, 
between Lady Vernon and young Leſley; 
" ſettled my jointure on the Magdalen Hol- 
pital ; and gone a pilgrimage to Rome 
on my knees, by way of penance. There- 
fore adieu; I fly to my only medicine— 
diſſipation. 


Adieu, Adieu, 
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LETTER XV. 


THE DEAN OF — TO THE COUNTESS 
OF Non, 


Your ladyſhip will perhaps be ſur- 

priſed when I inform you, I am neither 
pleaſed with your letter, nor with the 
event which you term a fortunate one in 
my family; while I ſay this, I molt wil- 
lingly acknowledge, Lord Vernon, m point 
of rank and fortune, far exceeds any ex- 
pectation I have ever formed for my chil- 
dren; their happineſs has been my only 
purſuit, If my Matilda has, by this 
haſty ſtep, ſecured her's, I ſhall indeed 
deem it a fortunate event, - 
N \ 

Tour ladyſhip is perfectly right in ſup- 
poſing I could never have gueſſed at the 
offence 


;, ; 


offence my daughter had committed, i 


the golden calf: to virtue in rags I can 


think myſelf degraded were I to boy, 


will not conceive I am ſo much elated 
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the years I have to live, (which are pro- 
bably few ;) that their number may not 
be leſſened, nor their tranquility broken 
by this raſh and undutiful conduct, is my 
fervent petition to the diſpenſer of good 
and evil. 


To Lord Vernon's character I am : 
ſtranger ; if he is a good man, I-ſhall pay 
him that reſpe& which he will never 
command from me by being only a great 
one: TI have lived long in the world, and, 
I bleſs my God, I have never worſhipped 


bend with the humbleſt ſubmiſſion, and 
riſe dignified in my own opinion : to vice, 
though adorned with a crown, I ſhould 


After having ſaid chis, your ladvſhip 


with the n we lordſhiz ip has conferred 
on 
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on me, as to be blind to the improper 
manner in which it has been done; for, 
highly as he may think of himſelf, his 
conſequence would not have been leſſened, 
but encreaſed, by having obtained the 
conſent of a parent to the nuptials of his 
child. But it is probable his lordſhip 
had not time given him for ſo neceſſary a 
form ; for your ladyſhip tells me, my 
daughter took advantage of his weak mo- 
ment. 


Indelicate, ill-fated Matilda! if this 
ſcandal is juſt, you are an object of con- 
tempt, and you deſerve it, for you are in- 
deed a counterfeit ; and Lord Vernon is 
entitled to compaſſion, for he has made 
an unhappy choice. The woman who 
could ſtoop to take advantage of a momen- 
tary fondneſs, muſt be mean and un- 
principled. And can my Matilda, ſhe 
who has been educated in the ſchool of 
virtue, ſhe who has been taught to abhor 
VOL, 1. G deceit ; 
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deceit; could ſhe, - whoſe virgin fame 
was ſpotleſs, deſcend ſo low? Thief like, 
to take advantage of the unguarded ; to 
poſſeſs herſelf of that, which, being poſ- 


ſeſſed of by fraud, will prove a bane to 


the owner; and, in the ſtead of aggran- 
dizing, will bring her to diſhonour. 


No, my child, my innocent child, I will 
not think it poſſible you could ſo degrade 


yourſelf ! your blood! blood as noble as 


that which flows in the veins of him you 
have given yourſelf to, Your aunt has 
wronged you, or rather let me ſuppoſe ſhe. 
meant no wrong ; but.being overjoyed at 
your unexpected fortune, her gladneſs led 


her to expreſs herſelf with a degree of 


levity but too prevalent in the faſhionable 
world. Yes, my dear Matilda, this was 
the caſe, was it not? tell me it was, and 
relieve, aud at the ſame time, forgive the 


fears of an old man, whoſe pride and 


affection are ever on the watch, and 
ready 
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ready to take alarm when the honour of 
his children is concerned. 


That your ladyſhip is deeply intereſted 
in their welfare I am fully convinced; for 
which, and the kindneſs you have ſhewn 
to my beloved, but imprudent Matilda, 
I ſhall ever remain your debtor ; but you 
will receive your reward from him who is 
all-ſufficient, and who never fails to repay, 
with an overheaped meaſure, the benefits 
conferred on his ſervants. Yet, ſuch re- 
tribution as I have to give, I know you 
will not deſpiſe ; take, then, my bleſſing 
and my prayers, that after you have ful- 
filled the will of your Creator in this 
world, you may enjoy eternal felicity in 
that to come, 


MeLvit HowaRD., 


1 . G 2 LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 


MISS HOWARD TO LADY VERNON. 


I SHOULD earlier have acknowledged 
my ſiſter's letter, had not its aſtoniſhing 
contents deprived me of the power ; and, 
indeed, I am not yet ſufficiently recovered 
from my amazement, to write with any 
degree of reaſon. I feel like one juſt. 
awakened from a frightful dream, unable 
to believe it true, yet unable to decide on 
Its falſnood. I tell myſelf a thouſand times 
a day you cannot be married to Lord 
Vernon ; chat you have impoſed the tale 
on me to divert your idle diſpoſition : 
but my father will not let me enjoy his 
opinion; he reads over to me a letter he 
has received from your aunt, confirming 
what you have told me: and muſt I then 
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admit it to be true? Oh, Matilda, I fear, 
fear I muſt! and I will hence forward 
diſtruſt the whole world; I will put no 
confidence in my own heart, for you, on 
whom I had a great reliance, have de- 
ceived me: have you not deceived your- 
ſelf; or have you been . deceived by 
others? Alas, my ſiſter, it is now too late 
to enquire ! nor would I now have you to 
feek from whence the deception aroſe ; 
you are the wife of Lord Vernon; his 
honour and happineſs muſt now be the 
grand objects of your purſuit; if he is 
poſſeſſed of your affection, you will find 
your felicity in his; and your endeavours 
to pleaſe him, will give pleaſure to your- 
ſelf, Should this not be the caſe, ſhould 
you, in your marriage with him, have 
preferred your worldly intereſt to the feel- 
ings of your heart, ſtill are you bound to 
dedicate your life to his tranquillity ; for, 
has he not ſacrificed grandeur of alliance, 
and increaſe of fortune, to his attachment 
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to you ? Yes, he has; and you are called 
upon, by every ſacred tye, to reward him 
for his diſintereſted love; he is entitled 


to all your thoughts; he is the rightful 


maſter of your moſt ſecret wiſhes ; to 
him you are to look for protection, and 
for every worldly bleſſing. From him 
him you muſt derive happineſs, or you 


cannot be happy ; your intereſts are in- 


ſeparable ; his honour and his peace are 
in your keeping; your own depends upon 
their ſafety. Weigh well the immenſe 


value of the ſacred depoſit, and let your 
daily prayers aſcend to the Ruler of hearts, 


to enable you to preſerve them free from 
blemiſh. þ 


* 


Be not offended, my Matilda, my ſiſter, 
my friend, that I have ventured to remind 


you of your duty, which ſeems to imply 


2 want of confidence in you; of the recti- 


tude of your intention I entertain na 


doubt, my fears ariſe from my know- 
| ledge 


le 
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V 
I 
th 
JC 
be 


SEGIEM AR» 127 


ledge of your unthinking and unſteady 
diſpoſition, and from a ſuſpicion which 
your letter to me has inſtilled, that Lord 
Vernon is not the object of your regard. 
I pray to heaven I may be miſtaken, and 
that uninterrupted happineſs may attend 
your haſty union. May your future days 
be marked with honour and felicity. 


Your offended, but forgiving parent, 
bids me ſay, you have his bleſſing ; and 
that he will petition the Almighty, that 
neither you nor the huſband you have 
bound yourſelf to, may repent. He like- 
wiſe commands me to recommend to you 
the earneſt cultivation of Mrs. Paulet's 
friendſhip ; the gaining of which, he ſays, 
will be one great aſſurance to him that 
you are not unworthy the valt affection he 
bears you, 


Your brother will give this into your 
hand; it is the firſt pleaſure Iever envied 


G 4 my 
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my dear George, the loſs of whoſe com- 
pany I ſhall now doubly feel, now that I 
am deprived of my Matilda's; bur it is 
for both your good ; why ſhould I then 
repine ? No, I do not; or if I did, I will 
henceforward bury every ſelfiſh thought, 
and draw my own happineſs from that of 
my dear connections, among which my 
ſiſter, my ever loved Matilda, ſtands, I had 
almoſt ſaid, foremoſt. Bleſſings, bleſſings 
attend you, and may the pomp of the 
world never make you regardleſs of the 
unalterable affection of your 


EMMA Howarnp, 


LETTER ME, 
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LETTER XVII. 


WILLIAM LESLEY ESQ. TO THE HONOUR= 
ABLE CHARLES MACKENZIE., 


I THINK I concluded my laſt whining 
epiſtle with a promiſe of letting you hear 
from me if I found myſelf grow wiſer, 
and not elſe; you will therefore con- 
clude that TI am aſhamed of my paſt folly, 


and you will. conclude right, for I am 
perfectly ſo. 


My removing to London, Charles, was 

a providential ſtep; for, had I remained 
immured in the confines of a college, I 
had now been a fit inhabitant for bedlam ; 
inſtead of which I am what you once knew 
me, Oh Lord, no—that's nonſenſe ! you 
a - would 
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would not now know me, I am ſd altered. 
Why, my dear fellow, I am a buck—no, 
not a buck—faith I hardly know what! 
am: but I will tell you how I live, and 
leave you to decide upon my proper title, 
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Frife at noon; dreſs ; make viſits (if not 
engaged to attend ſome females of faſhion) 
till near the hour of dinner; when I again 


dreſs, and partake of that meal at ſome - 
houſe of diſtinction; to many of which, ] 
through the introduction of. Lord C—-, h 
1 have the honour of being admitted; - 
here parties are formed for ſpending the 0 
evening, by going to public places; and h 
the reſt is ſpent at cards and ſupper, moſt 0 
commonly at the ſame houſe where I dine. h, 
I then repair to my lodgings, and ga to p- 
bed, much about the ſame time I uſed to 1 
riſe when at Woodland. But then I was ol 
a fool—a love-ſick fool—I am cured,— la 


look here Charles—all my fond love thus 
do I blow to air :—'tis gone ! and with it 
| | al 


. 
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all Matilda's power; I can now vrite that 
name with a ſteady hand. If at any time 
I find her intruding upon my thoughts, 1 
drown her tn Burgundy ; though I ſome- 
times nearly drown myſelf before I can 
waſh her away. 


J have not ſeen her yet, as ſhe and her 
peer are enjoying the ſweets of retirement 
in the country ; they have my conſent; 
I envy not the lady her lord, nor the lord 
his lady ; notwithſtanding, I wiſh: they 
would come to town, if it was only to 
ſhew her ladyſhip how little her perfidy 
has affected me. I oſten think how 1 
ſhall behave, Charles, when I firſt meet 
her; I ſometimes determine not to ap- 
pear to know her; at others, I think I 
will accoſt her with the familiarity of an 
old and indifferent acquaintance ; the 
latter, I think, will be my plan. 


G 6 I met 
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l met with my good friend, the Counteſs. 
of N, ſome evenings ſince; it was 


at Lord G—'s; the ſight of her brought 
to my recollection, the not very civil 


treatment I had met from her, at her 


houſe ;. which, with ſome ſuſpicions I en- 
tertained of her having influenced her 
ward to marry Lord Vernon, determined 


me to take no notice of her. After a 


little time, ſhe approached me, ſaying, 
« Mr. Leſley, I hope you are well?“ I 
bowed careleſsly, and replied, ** perfectly 
ſo, my lady; and would have paſſed her 
by, but ſhe continued: 


Fou have not been long returned to 


town, I ſuppoſe ?“ I anſwered yes, ſome 
time; ſhe ſaid ſhe was ſorry to hear me 
confeſs that, but ſhe muſt ſuppoſe, as that 
was the caſe, I had thought ſhe was till 
in the country, as I had not honoured her 
by calling at her door; to which ſhe 


hoped in future I ſhould be no ſtranger, 


as 
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23 ſhe would be always happy to ſee me 
at Portland Place. Her eaſy impudence 
confounded me ; I however thanked her 
for her invitation, which I was concerned 
would not be in my power to accept, as 
F had a number of friends who claimed 
all my attention ; but if, at any time, an 
idle hour did occur, I would undoubtedly 
comply with her ladyſhip's requeſt. 


I waited no reply, but entered into con- 
verſation. with the perſon next her ; this 
was not the only attempt I made to mor- 
tify her; for, on the card parties breaking 
up, a ſele& few remained to ſupper ; 
among, which her ladyſhip was one, when 
ſome of the gentlemen, converſing round 
a card table, made uſe of theſe words : 
We will make a match.” I immedi- 
ately walked up to the Counteſs, and 
aſked, if I ſhould conduct her to thoſe 
gentlemen ? ſhe anſwered no. I begged 
I might: ſhe wiſhed to know for what 


purpoſe ? 
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purpoſe? I replied © they were going to 
make a match; that knowing herladyſhip's 
fondneſs for that employment, I judged 
ſhe would. be unhappy if ſhe was not 
ſuffered to labour in her vocation.” She 
ſmiled in my face ; and, with the utmoſt 
appearance of good humour ſaid, No, 
no, I'll have nothing to do with making 
matches ; I have greater ſucceſs,. as well 
as pleaſure, in marring them, Mr. Leſley !” 


All the ruin ſhe had brought upon me, 
ruſhed to my-mind, at the ſound of her 
laſt words; I was loſt in thought, till my 
antagoniſt, purſuing her triumph, ſaid, 
« Nay, good fir, do not be alarmed ; I 
ſhall never interfere between you and your 
miſtreſs ; ſhould even the ſiſter. of Lady 
Vernon be the 1do] you worſhip.” 


The ſneer that theſe words were ac- 
companied with, ſtung me to the quick : 
I thanked her, in an ironical tone, for her 
| merciful 
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merciſul intentions towards me, but ſaid, 


I had much doubt of her ladyſhip's huma- 


nity being ſtrong enough to get the better 
of habit; beſide ſome other trifling 1eaſon 
which would operate with me to prevent 
her, and the object of my affection, ever 
having any knowledge of each other; 
therefore ſhe need fear no attempt from 
me to gain her niece, for whom, I hoped, 
ſhe would be equally diligent in providing 
a proper partner, as ſhe had been for 
Lady Vernon: ſhe laughing replied, 
« No, no, Mr. Leſley, I have nothing to 
do with Miſs Howard; JL only prevented 
Matilda from falling into improper hands; 
but I am not ſo much intereſted in the 
fate of her ſiſter. I-ſhall therefore leave 
her to follow her own inclination, 


We were now ſummoned to ſupper, but 
Iwas too much deranged by this fooliſh con- 
verſation to partake of it; I therefore ſtole 


away, and returned home, meditating on 
. what 
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what had paſſed ; nor can yet forget it; 
for, the more I reflect on the Counteſs's 
words, the more I ſuſpe& ſome artifice 
has been practiſed on the unguarded 
temper of my adored Matilda. 


You, Charles, thought ſhe gave an un- 
willing hand; perhaps, at the moment I 
curſed her inconſtancy, and accuſed her of 
having ſacrificed me, ſhe was, herſelf, a 
ſacrifice, and now deplores the falſhood 
and loſs of him, who would have aban- 
doned every other bleſſing, to have pre- 
ſerved her to himſelf. The thought diſ- 
tracts me ! I muſt and will be aſcertained 
of the juſtice of my ſuſpicions : ſhould 
they be confirmed, I will have vengeance. 
On the diabolical Counteſs I cannot vent 
my rage ; but Lord Vernon muſt have 
been her accomplice, and he ſhall, as far 
as taking his unworthy life can do it, 
repay the wrong he has done her whoſe 
peace I prize far above my own, or I will 
part 


; 
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part with mine, and, by ſo doing, con- 
vince her of my unaltered affection. 


But do I not rave ! What artifice could 
have been practiſed ? I can think of none 
which could have induced me to marry 
any other woman! No: by that God who 
made me, the whole world conſpired, 
could not have prevailed with me, to unite 
myſelf to the faireſt, and moſt exalted be- 
ing 1ts ſpace contained, Why, then, 
Mould ſhe be wrought upon in the courſe 
of a few days, to give me up unqueſtion- 
ed, and unheard ? Oh, Mackenzie, it is 
plain ſhe never loved me. Why, do I, 
then, think of her? I will forget her! 


this is the laſt time ſhe ſhall wring my 


heart, Oh, my friend, I am unmanned ! 


my paper 1s blotted by my tears ; but 


this is the laſt time: yes, yes, Charles, 
this is the laſt diſgraceful teſtimony of 
ber unbounded power. 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall remain ſome time longer in 
town: whenever I quit it, I ſhall bear 
with me, a heart deeply impreſſed by a 
fenſe of the uncommon attention ſhewn 
me by Lord C and his lovely: wife : 
not only to them for their own unceaſing 
kindneſs am I indebted, but for the 
numberleſs civilities I have received from 
others. His lordſnip is an amiable young 
man, of a gentle, quiet diſpoſition, at- 
tached to the udy of painting, to a fault, 
as it makes him inattentive to his lady, 
who is fond of gaiety and pleaſure. On 
a ſlight acquaintance, you would think 
her a trifling coquet; but a more inti- 
mate knowledge counvmces-you you have 
wronged her; for, beneath the follies 
which faſhion have made her aſſume, it is 
eaſy to diſcover a heart fraught wich the 
moſt delicate ſentiments, and adorned 
with exquiſite feeling and ſenſibili y: the 
reverſe of this character ſnhe affects, and I 
have ſeen her laugh at a tale of diſtreſs. 
| while 
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while the tear, burſting from her eye, pro- 
claimed her an hypocrite. She poſſeſſes 
a maſculine underſtanding from nature, 
which ſhe has improved by ſtudying 
the beſt authors; and, by the force 
of an uncommon. memory, ſhe makes 
every thing ſhe reads her own, Theſe 
acquiſitions are not without their diſad- 
vantages ; for they have led her into a 
contempt for her own ſex, which ſhe is 
not backward in ſhewing ; nor is this her 
only failing, if a fondneſs for the admira- 
tion of our's can be termed one; as I 
believe ſhe derives her chief happineſs 
from ſeeing herſelf the object of atten- 
tion, Yet, let me do her the juſtice to 
ſay, I have never ſeen her court the ado- 
ration of a fool ; and, indeed, her motive- 
for encouraging it from men. of ſenſe, if 
fairly weighed, would be found to origi-' 
nate in diſappointment and pride; ariſing. 
from the total indifference, if not neglect, 
ef her huſband, whoſe ideas are ſo en- 
tirely 
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tirely engroſſed by Raphael, Bartolozzi, 
Corregio, and the reſt of their profeſ- 
fion, that he has not a thought to beſtow 
upon his wife ; ſhe knows herſelf worthy 
of different treatment, and, of courſe, mor- 
tification and diſappointment muſt be the 
conſequence, from which ſhe ſeeks re- 
fuge in the pride of having her power 
acknowledged by the diſcerning and ap- 
proved part of mankind; The deſire of 
gratifying this pride, often hurries her to 
commit ſmall improprieties, which an en- 
vious world does not fail to magnify, and 
it gives the term of gallantry to the 
ſlighteſt intimacy ſhe can form with our 
ſex ; this ſhe is ſenſible of, but takes no 
care to avoid; for, conſcious of the rec- 
titude of her heart, ſhe deſpiſes calumny ; 
nor do I believe ſhe would forego the 
acquaintanee of one agreeable man to 
preſerve her reput tion from a thouſand 
wounds ; ſhe ever ſpeaks of, and to her 
| huſband, with. the moſt perfect reſpect, but 
| nothing 


f 
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nothing further. If ſhe feels any affection 
for him, ſhe cautiouſly conceals it; but in 
this part of her conduct I am afraid ſhe is 
no hypocrite : nor can I wonder at it, for 
though Lord C— is a ſenſible, amiable 
man, and a ſcholar, he is not calculated to 
make any woman happy, and leaſt of all her 
ladyſhip. Their diſpoſitions are directly 
oppoſite: ſheis gay—he is grave; ſhe loves 
company and cards; doats on muſic, and is 
qualified for converſation ; he deteſts the 
three firſt; and, as to the latter, he will 
ſpeak but on one ſubject, that of painting; 
and of this ſhe is become weary : nor are 
theſe the only points on which they diſ- 
agree, for her ladyſhip 1s moſt exactly 
nice in her perſon, which 1s ever deco- 
rated with the utmoſt taſte, propriety, 
and neatneſs, whilſt his lordſhip is neg- 
lectful of his, almoſt to indecency. 


Such is the couple with whom I have 
ſpent far the greater part of my time, 


though 


* 
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though that is ſaying too much, as I ſee 
but very little of his lordſhip, who ſpends 
his hours (as I have remarked moſt gen- 
tlemen do, that are famous for either 
poetry, painting, or muſic) in company 
with their inferiors, and too often with 
people devoid of principle, depraved mo- 
rals, vulgar manners, and barren under- 
ſtandings; incapable of any trait of genius, 
fave in the ſingle ſcience they profeſs. 
Yet; though Lord C fails in his at- 
tention to his lady, in one reſpect, he 
endeavours to atone for it in others; for 
he courts company to his houſe in the 
hope of pleaſing her; all he aſks in re- 
turn is, that he may not be called upon to 
aſſiſt in entertaining them. This, in my 
opinion, is the moſt faulty part of his 
character; for he, by it, expoſes a woman, 
poſſeſſed of every generous and tender 
feeling, to the gaze and adulation of the 
moſt accompliſhed and a tractive men, to 


whoſe admiration it is ſcarcely to be ſup- 
poſed 


pp *g 
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poſed ſhe, or any other woman, ſituated 
as ſhe is, could remain inſenſible. 
Cr 
But I have run this letter to an un- 
conſcionable length; I will, therefore, in 
mercy to you, conclude without adding 
more than that I am, 


Moſt truly, your's, 


WiLLIaM LESLEY, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVIII. 


—— 


THE HONOURABLE CHARLES MACKENZ1E 


TO WILLIAM LESLEY, ESQ, [ ne 

the 

of f 

. cluc 
My dear and valued Friend, bee: 

| ing 

Your letter, which I received this nou! 
day, I have attentively read.. A few hours then 
before I only feared for your happineſs; 1 Wh 
now tremble fur your honour, as well as gidd 


your peace of mind. The picture you ber, 
have drawn of Lady Bridget C——, has ali 
filled me with the moſt anxious alarm. 
Beware, my William! I warn you to be- 
ware of the danger to which you are ex- 
| poſed! Fly from the amiable, the elegant, 
| the neglected wife of your fiiend ; for 
| ſuch 
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ſuch you have painted her, in contradic- 
tion to the general opinion: all indeed 
agree in allowing her the praiſe that 
beauty, ſenſe, and taſte deſerves; but 
you are the firſt who have held her up as 
an obj: & of pity and veneration. Were 
I not well aſſured of your penetration, and 
the opportunities your intimacy hath given 
of forming a juſt judgment, I ſhould con- 
clude that you, rather than the world, had 
been miſtaken in her character; but know- 
ing you, as I do, I do nor heſitate to pro- 
nounce her an injured woman; and from 
thence ariſes my fears for your ſafety. 
Whilſt I believed her the unprincipled, 
giddy, unfeeling coquet report deſcribed 
her, I felt no uneaſineſs at the great par- 
tiality I was ſore time ſince informed ſhe 
entertained for you, as I knew my friend 
was too diſcerning to be ſeduced by the 
ſnares of an artful hypocrite, and I re- 
Joiced to think your attention was engaged 
by an object which would divert it from 
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its preſent cares, without a hazard of in- 
volving you in future regret. That this 
is no longer my opinion, you are already 
acquainted; and, I give you my moſt 
earneſt advice, to fly from temptation, as 
the only means of avoiding it. And, be- 
lieve me, William, I give you the advice 
J would, myſelf, in your ſituation follow, 
or if I did not, be undone ; for I preſume 
not to think I could ſtay and withſtand i:. 


The graces Lady C 's enemies un- 
willingly, but univerſally a low her, joined 
to the virtues you deſcribe her to poſſeſs, 
muſt render her too charming to be re- 
ſiſted, particularly by a man who has 
reaſon to believe himſelf not indifferent 
to her, and who has a foul capable of ſece- 
ing and admiring her perfections: ſuch a 
man muſt be flattered by the preference 
ſhe has honoured him with ; his heart 
muſt be penetrated with gratitude ; huma- 
nity will dictate to him to return her 

| attentions, 
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attentions, and what muſt follow this mu- 
wal ſolicitude to pleaſe? it is out of 
nature to ſuppoſe any thing leſs than a 

| mutual affection. And you, Leſley, are 

| yourſelf an inſtance of the irreſiſtible 
power love has over the whole man, when 

| it once poſſeſſes the heart, 


Would you not, to have obtained Ma- 
tilda Howard, forfeited every other proſ- 
pect in life? Yes, you would have bar- 

- teredyour juſt expectation of f ae: fortune, 

] and even the affection of an indulgent 

: father; and for what? for the ſingle gra- 

tification of poſſeſſing the woman you 

loved, though you were ſenſible you em- 
braced her and ruin at the ſame mo- 

- ment. Will not this recollection forcibly 

2 point out to you, the folly of expoſing 

yourſelf a ſecond time to the dominion” 

of a paſſion which threatens you with de- 

ſtruction? nothing leis can follow the too 74 

probable conſequences of an attachment 4 

"T's to | 
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to Lady C——! Only reflect that you 
are the friend, the obliged friend of her 
huſband, and, i in that character, are bound 
to protect (were there neceſſity) the ho- 
nour of his wife, and cautiouſly to avoid 
every poſſibility of ſullying it; which, I 
do aſſure you, you have alrcady done, as 
the world talks loudly of your intimacy : 
that ĩt ſlanders you at preſent, I am certain; 

but, 1 acknowledge, I tremble for the 
future. 


C 
7 
e 
7 
* 
f 
n 
hi 
ſt 
ſh 


ac 
Vanity is not among your foibles, 


Leſley; yet, you muſt know, you exceed 
moſt men in your iaterior qualifications; 
and I think I ſhould not ſay too much, 
were I to add, all men in your exterior 
graces. Can it then be wonde red at, that 
an-clega”t, and feeling minded woman, 
finding herſelf bound for life to a man 
whole taſte and purſuits differ ſo widely 
from her own, and whoſe neglect has 
rendered her regardleſs of his affection; 
can 
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can it be wondered at, if expoſed as ſhe 
is, to the conſtant attention of one fo 
every way the reverſe of him ſhe has 
reaſon to diſlike, if ſhe draws compariſons 
which muſt end in the ſmothering every 
ſpark of affection that might have re- 
mained in her difappointed boſom towards 
her lord? No; the wonder would be if 
ſhe did otherwiſe ; nor is it poſſible ſhe 
ſhould: nature, that gave her ſenſe, 
would have ill performed irs part, had it 
left her either blind to the imperfections of 
her huſband, or the merit of others; 
the affection for the one once ſubdued, 
ſhe fles to the company and convertation 
of him who is more agreeable to her; 
in his preſence ſhe is happy; from him 
the is miſerable. She aſks not her heart 
what ſhe intends, but, giv ng it the reins, 
never calls it to account till it is too late; 
ſhe finds herſelf degraded by the man 
ſhe preferred to all the world ; ſhe dreads 
his contempt, fur ſhe feels the reſpect ſhe 
"- once 


* 
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once bore herſelf much diminiſhed ; ſhe 
grows jealous of his very look, and up- 


| braids him with the miſery he has brought 
upon her. 


Thus doe their guilty hours paſs in 
fear and diſquiet, till detection, which 
almoſt ever follows ſuch an intercourſe, 
conſigns her to infamy, and her ſeducer 
to either the perſonal, or legal vengeance 


of an injured huſband, and to the diſ- 


approbation and regret of his own heart, 
which muſt ever preſent to him the ruin 
in which he has involved a fellow creature, 


who, but for him, had been a ſtranger to 


diſgrace. Mark me, William, I am now 
ſpeaking of ſuch a mind as I know you 


poſſeſs ; for I am ſenſible, the preſent day 


would furniſh too many who would glory 
in their baſeneſs, and aſſiſt 1 in expoſing the 


ill-fated, credulous woman, whom they 
had taken ſuch pains to render unworthy: 
but, with ſuch unmanly villains I will not 


ſtain 
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ſtain my paper: my friend's ſoul is not 
in uniſon with ſuch deſpicable wretches ; 
his errors would be on the fide of com- 
paſſion. I write to fave him from the 
pangs of ſenſibility, and not to deter him 
from treachery. 


l yeſterday received a letter from your 
father ; he ſeems uneaſy at your ſtaying 
ſo long in town, and wiſhes to hear of 
your return to Oxford: he ſays, he thinks 
your ſtudies would be leſs likely to meet 
interruption there, and he grudges every 
moment which is not, at this time, ap- 
plied to your improvement. Alas, Wil- 
ham, he little thinks your whole hours are 
ſpent in the manner he would moſt diſ- 
approve | in a manner that can neither 
tend to your honour or advantage ! This 
I may fairly ſay, when you yourſelf con- 
feſs you know not what character or title 
would ſerve to diſtinguiſh your preſent 
H 4 mode 
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mode of life, (unleſs the term of buck), 
which raiſes my indignation when applied 
to one, who, a ſhort time ſince would 
have ſpurned at the depreciating epithet, 
yet now calmly gives it to himſelf. For 
heaven's ſake, Leſley, ſtay no longer in a 
place which could give birth to fo humi- 
liating an idea! Return to Oxford: come 
to me- will meet you at Oxford, or any 


other place except London there I dare 


not venture: the effect it has had upon 
you will deter me from hazarding a ſimilar 
alteration : therefore tell me where I ſhall 
Join you, and let the day be an early one, 
for I anxiouſly deſire to ſee you removed 
to a place where you will drink lefs wine, 
ſleep at night, and ſpend the day ration- 
ally: but, above all, I wiſh to ſee you 
removed from Lady Bridget Cs 
company. You uſed to ſay you could 
do much to oblige your friend; you have 
it now in your power to do ſo, by giving 
ME him 


= 
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him your company, and by believing 
what he has written proceeds from the 
affection he bears you; for he is, with 


ſincerity of heart, 
Your anxious F riend, 


CHARLES MacCKENZIE, 


H 5 CETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 


WILLIAM LESLEY, ESQ, TO THE HONOUR- 
ABLE CHARLES MACKENZIE. 


N HY, my dear Charles, what a me- 


thodiſtical letter haſt thou written thy 
poor friend! thou verily thinkeſt him no 
better than one of the wicked! thou haſt 
lived fo long with thy maiden aunts that 
thy ideas are become corrupted—quit 
them, Mac !—fly from them ; there is 
more danger in thy remaining with them 
one week longer, than in my intimacy 
with Lady Bridget C—, could it con- 
tinue for ages! They will make thee as 
antiquated, and as abominable in thy ideas 
as they are themſelves; for muſt not 
thoſe ideas be abominable, which are 

* ever 


* 


R 
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ever filled with baſe ſuſpicions ? un- 
doubtedly they muſt. Thou mayſt ſay 
what thou wilt, Charles, but I am ſure of 


it; and I will give thee ſcripture to prove 


I am right: © out of the fulneſs of the 
heart the mouth ſpeaketh;“ that is, 
where . the heart is conſcious of its own 
iniquitous propenſities, it is led to ſuppoſe 


all others like it: and thy aunts remem- 
| bering what they would have done in the 


days of their youth, had opportunity of- 
ſered; have croaked to their nephew of 
the weakneſs of virtue, and the ſtrength 


of temptation, till they have made him as 


eredulous as their ancient ſelves. I date 
ſay thou waft thankful for the excuſe'I 
gave thee to ſhew how thou hadſt profited 
by their tuition. Now be honeſt—didfſt 


thou not read to them the lecture on mo- 
ality thou didſt ſend to me? and were 
they not in divine ecſtacies upon the occa- 
fion? Oh, how I ſhould have enjoyed 
"ſeeing their luſtre-lacking eyes turned up 


H 6 to 


_ .torthe ceiling, as much as to ſay, ſec, Mr, 
Whitfield, what a diſciple we have added 

d thy flack | he will, after having ran his 

* _ -equrſe below, be exalted to a place next 
tt thee above. Then, after giving each 
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other looks of aſtoniſhment and congra- 
-tulation, I figure to myſelf that they ſtrok- 
ed thy head and bleſſed thee, pronouncing 
thee one of the choſen ; and thou haſt 
my wiſhes that thou mayſt be not one of 
the choſen, but the choſen one: and may 


the virgin's bleſſing fall not only twenty 


fold, but twenty thouſand fold, not upon 
thy head, but in thy pocket. Should this 
take place, as I think it not improbable 
that the maidens ſhould do all in their 
power to reward their proſelyte, I hope 
thou wilt, in future, be leſs ſevere upon 
thy friend's vice, and remember they 
have done thee better ſervice. than thine 
.own virtues, This generous wiſh muſt, 
I chink, convince thee I have one chriſtian 
attribute that of forgiveneſs ; for, after 
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thy diſtruit of thy friend's honour, thou 
deſerveſt nothing from me but reproach. 


I have a great inclination to rob thee-of 
thy new blown laurels, . by writing an 
anſwer to thy letter, which ſhall convince 
thy aunts J am fitter for one of the elect 
than thou art. I know thy raſhneſs is 
ſuch thou wouldſt not refrain from hear- 
ing thy friend praiſed, wer't thou ſure the 
diſplay of his * ſuperior ſanctity would 
diſinkerit thee. That laſt word has de- 
termined me to try my fortune; and I 
now proceed to write ſuch an anſwer as I 
ſhould have given to thine, had it been 
written by one of the ladies in queſtion; - 
with this difference only, that I ſhall ad- 
dreſs thee as my friend, leſt thou ſhouldſt 
ſuſpect 1 thought the epiſtle had come 
from an old woman. 


As muſt take a turn or two about my 
om to acquire a proper degree of ſolem- 
nity, 
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nity, I will here bid thee adieu, wiſhing 
thee a cleanſing draught, as thy 1magina- 
tions are as foul as Vulcan's ſtithy. 
Thine, more than thou meriteſt, | 


WiLLIiaM LESsLEr. 


LETTER XX. 
THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


I AM ſure my friend will be concerned 
when he is told, that the contents of his 
laſt letter has filled my mind with in- 
quietude; the idea of the virtuous, the 
the innocent, the amiable Lady C——, 
having ſuffered in the opinion of the 
world, through her intimacy with me, 
gives cauſe ſufficient for diſtreſs; added 
to which, I have the additional wrong of 
being ſuſpected (by the man I moſt love 
on earth ; the man whoſe good opinzon is 
neceſſary to my happineſs,) of being ca- 
pable of breaking through every tie of 
honor, gratitude, and religion. Let me 
aſk you Mackenzie, what act of baſeneſs 
and-depravity has ſtained my life, which 

could 
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could give birth to the degrading ſenti- 
ments you entertain of me? I till this 
hour have thought my character a fair 
one, and ſee with the deepeſt regret the 
blot it has unde ſervedly incurred; that [ 
do not merit the preſent cenſure of the 
world I do meſt ſolemnly aver; I am 
equally confident 1 ſhall never juſtify your 
ſuſpicions of what may happen in future; 
that I admire Lady C is certain ; that 
I think her calculated to make any man, 
(ho was not blind to her worth and per- 
fections) happy, is alſo certain; nor will I 
ſcruple to derlare, that I prefer her ſociety 
to that of every other woman, and for the 
eſt of reaſons, as I am made wiſer and 
better. By the goodneſs of her head and 
heart, ſhe blends pleaſure with inſtruction, 
poſſeſſes every feminine grace; but is deſ- 
titute of all the weakneſſes uſually aſcribed 
to her ſex; thus much I have ſaid in juſ- 
tice n _ now let me vindicate 
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I have acknowledged I admire her, I 
moſt want ſenſe ifI did not, for ſhe is worthy; 
Iwill add, I reſpect and eſteem her, but 
here my devotion ends; I do not love her, 
yet would I do any thing to oblige or ſerve 
her ; but it would be for her ſake ; I ſhould 
be no father intereſted, than as her hap- 
pineſs or pleaſure were concerned ; no 
ſelfiſh motive would influence my exer 
tions in her favor. . 


1 have faid thus much to ſhew you it 
vill require no ſtruggle with my heart to 
preſerve the peace of Lord C-—, and 
the honor of Lady Bridget. I muſt now 
go a little further, and inform you, my 
friend, that were I in the ſituation he ſup- 
poſes me to be, deeply attached to the 
wite of Lord C——, I ſhould prove my- 
ſelf to be ſuperior to the infamous weak 
neſs of which he ſuſpects me; I feel ſome- 
thing in my boſom that tells me the 
higheſt wordly gratification could not re- 
| Pa 
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pay me for the | loſs of my own eſteem, 

which muſt follow the ſeduction of this 
amiable woman. No, Mackenzie, after 
ſuch an act I never could have known the 
blefling of a compoſed mind; the bare 
idea fills me with horror; and I could 
almoſt deteſt you for thinking me guilty 
of ſuch baſeneſs; the honor and happineſs 
of Lady Bridget are dear to me, and 
worlds could not bribe me to be the 
ſpoiler of them; were ſhe leſs revered by 
me than ſhe is, yet would the obligation 
4. am. under to her lord for ever protect 
ber; but, why do I talk thus? what vanity 
leads me to ſuch preſumption? Lady 
B-—— will be her own protector, her 
virtue needs no guard; ſhe is ſuperior 
0 temptation, intimately as I have known 


her, and attentively as I have obſerved, 


I never yet ſaw the moment I could have 
dared to take the ſmalleſt liberty that was 
not warranted by the cuſtom of the world, 
and the company we were in; for at the nu- 
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merous times I have had the honour to be 
alone with her, the whole of her deport- 
ment has been regulated by the moſt exact 
delicacy.; nor could I, on thoſe occaſions, 
have treated her with the ſame freedom I 
-would have done perhaps an hour before, 
when we were ſurrounded by witneſles. 
She is ever the eaſy, elegant, well-bred 
woman ; but her ſpirits are apt to hurry 
her beyond the bounds of moderation, 
which gives her the appearance and cha- 


nter of levity; for i it is always in com- 
pany ſhe gives them the aſcendancy over 


der. The moment ſhe is retired from 
the faſhionable throng, ſhe becomes the 
rational, placid, entertaining, and inſtruc- 
nue companion. Now think you, Charles, 
this is a woman likely to fall? No: it is 
not poſſible ſhe ſhould; ſhe gives no 
opportunities that can be taken advantage 
of; at leaſt, if there is any man that could 
preſume upon the indulgence ſhe. gives, 
K — he one, indeed, with a more daring 
ſpirit 


—_ 
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ſpirit than your friend will ever poſſeſs ; 
for I would as foon face an enraged lion, 
as preſume towhitperanimproper thought, 
or take the leaſt liberty with her perſon: 
Jam convinced, had I the audacity to 
make the attempt, the firſt moment of 
my offending, would be the laſt of my 
being admitted to her preſence. 


I truſt this will put an end to all your 
doubts and uneaſineſs on my account, and 
convince you there is no occafion for my 
Dying from a place where I am happicr 
than Jean be in any other; my mind is 
here kept in a conſtant hurry of diſſipa- 
tion, which prevents my thinking on any 
ſubject, or ſo totally engroſſed by the un- 
ple aſant ſituation of this valuable woman, 
that I can think of no other concerns than 
gh 3 0 


Sbe is at preſent i in bad health; the 
faded roſes of her cheek, give the intelli- 


gence 
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genee which her tongue refuſed ; and 
forced from her an unwilling confeſſion of 
what it was no longer in her power to 
conceal, | Her lord has ſummoned every 
phyſician of eminence the town affords, 
to. her aſſiſtance ; and, in ſo doing, he 
ſeems to think he has done enough ; for, 
to their care he leaves her, contenting 
himſelf with a daily viſit, which is ſeldom 
longer than a few minutes; and thoſe, after 
the common enquiries reſpecting her 
health, are ſpent in deſcribing the pro- 
greſs he has made in a Venus, extolling 
the genius of ſome profeſſional friend, or 
in recapitulating the beauties of Titian. 
Fhave obſerved, ſhort as theſe viſits are, 
they greatly diſturb her: it is eaſy to per- 
ceive that ſhe is ſhocked by his want of 
tenderneſs and feeling; indeed I am afraid 
the is far from happy; ſhe has loſt the 
hope of ever recovering his ſtrayed affec- 


tion, and it is this which preys upon her 


conſtitution ; yet, no complaint againſt 
him; 


i} 


and peace; and he may rely upon my 
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him; no repining word eſcapes her lips, 
She ſuffers with ſuch a gentle, compoſed 
demeanour, that I can almoſt perſuade 


myſelf Shakeſpear had her in his mind, 


when he drew his picture of patience on 
a monument, ſmiling at grief. Happy 
am I that I have it in my power, in a 
ſmall degree, to render her preſent con- 
finement leſs irkſome than it would have 
been had I been abſent, as I have dedi- 
cated much of my leiſure time to her, 
which has taken her from her thoughts, 
I cannot conclude without thanking my 
dear Che rles for the ſolicitude - he has 
ſhewn for the preſervation of my honour 


endeavours to merit the continuance of 
his regard, which I reckon among my 
moſt valued poſſeſſions ; nor will this freſh 
inftance of his affection ever be forgotten 


by his grateful and obliged, 
WIIIIAM Lz5LEY. 


P. S. Well 
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P. S. Well Mac, how do you like this 
performance ? is it not juſt the anſwer 
you wiſhed for yourſelf, inſtead of the old 
ladies? I know it 1s; and you ſhould 
have had it at firſt, had I not been offend- 
ed at the mean opinion you entertained, 
not only of me, but of Lady Bridget. 
You gave us credit for no one ſingle virtue, 


but concluded there was nothing wanti 


ng 


to make her a proſtitute, and me a ſcoun- 


drel, but our having an inclination for 
each other. Oh, fine, Charles! I hope 


vou judged not from yourſelf ; yet, 


I 


think, inſome part of your letter you ſaid 
you did : if that is the caſe, I adviſe you 


to-remain with your aunts, where you are 
ſure” not to meet temptation, for you are 


one of thoſe virtuous ſouls, which are ex- 


tremely honeſt, having never been tempt- 


ed to be otherwiſe ; this world contains 
many ſuch, though, in one reſpect, they 


differ from you: your province is, 
timely warning, to prevent crimes ; thei 
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16 SIGISMAR, 
is to cenſure. them when committed. 
The latter is the moſt profitable employ. 
ment, as flander is always ſure of a good 
reception, which is ſeldom the fate of 
_ unpleaſant advice: however well meant or 
beneficial it may be. Do not let this 
diſeourage you; proceed on the occupa- 
tion you have taken up; keep me in 
mind, that over my head there is a houſe, 
under my feet there is a well; that the 
one may fall on me, or I fall into the 
other. Warn nie to ſhun that man, leſt 
he be a rogue or that woman, becauſe 
the is virtuous 3 for, by your account, 


this alone can make her dangerous. Adieu, 


my Mentor, and may 1 never prove an 
ungrateful T elemachus. | 


A 
4 1 1 
* 94 1 


f 
fi 
ſe 
tt 
ſh 
re 
th 
be 
ot 
un 
ten 
the 
het 
Ve 


LETTER XXI. 


7 THE HONOURABLE CHARLES MACRENZIZ 
Tro WILLIAM LESLEY, ESQ. 
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I BEG your pardon, Leſley, for fuppo- 
5 fing you poſſeſſed the ſame degree of 
ſenfibility which nature has implanted in 
the boſom of moſt of her children: I 
Is ſhall henceforward know you better, and 
reſerve all my anxiety and compaſſion for 
thoſe you render miſerable, without ever 
believing it poſſible you ſhould feel for, 

otpartake of their diſtreſs: among thoſe 
unforrunates, the amiable, the accom- 
Pliſhed Lady C vill be entitled to my 
tendereſt pity! Oh, might it atone for 
the cruelty of him who has robbed her of 
her affection, by his inſidious attentions! 
vol. 1. I who 
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whohas taken the advantage herunfortunate 
ſituation gave him to ſteal into her heart, 
and deſtroy her peace for ever, by filling 
that heart, till now unknown to guilt, with 
thoughts which lead to crimes that tend 
to the diſhonour of her lord, and her own 
eternal infamy! But what avail hi 
thoughts? her perſon is ſafe; for the man 
ſhe loves, loves not in return! he is above 
ſuch weakneſs !.. her . diſtreſs affects nat 
him—he will ſay he never aſked her love, 
he only exerted his every power to charm 
and to delight her: and muſt ſhe, becauſe 
ſhe had been treated with coldneſs al 
negle& by her huſband, be ſenſible of, 
and grateful, for his unceaſing attentions! 
or, if ſhe was, he could not keep it; he 
would continue to give fuel. ſufficient 
to feed the flame he had kindled in her 
breaſt from expiring, by obtruding his 
perfections for ever to her view. He 
would drive from her mind all recollec- 
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tion that the was the property of another; 


or, 
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or; if the painful remembrance would not 
be entirely excluded, but ſometimes, in 
ſpite of his. preſence, intrude itſelf, it 
would only contribute to render ſtill mote 
conſpicuous the defects and inattention of 
the man ſne had wedded, and of courſe 
ſerve to bind her perfidious ww” more 
n to her heart. 1 20008 


| . 


I 2. WHT T ap 1 


* E — p * , - * 
* Pre Sw — 


4 * 
os 


vi And 1 it A William, you acquit 
yourſelf of your obligations to Lord 
C-—? Is it thus you prove your re- 
ſpectful friendſhip. for his wife? Yes: 
and, I fear, the period is not far diſtant, 
of hen they will both have reaſon to curſe 
gl the evil chance which brought you to 
he their knowledge, and which has proved 
ent the bane of their domeſtic happineſs. De- 
her pend upon it, you will then repent you did 
his not liſten to the voice of friendſhip, which 
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He would have warned you of the rock on 
eC- Which you will at leaſt have wrecked the 
6s; peace of others: for, if this lord's feelings 


Of, 1 B06 are 
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are at all in conformity to mine, it wil 
give him but little comfort to know he 
poſſeſſes his wife's perſon, . becauſe the 


man who has her heart is too cold or too 
_ indolent to rob him of it. That her 
heart is your's, every tongue proclaims; 


nay, every ſyllable of your laſt letter con- 
firms it. Is it poſſible, then, that you 
alone are ignorant of her attachment 7 1 
would fain believe you are: yet, I know 
not how to account for fuch uncommon 


blindneſs. Awake ! awake, my dear 


Leſley! no longer let your faculties he 
dormant; rub the miſt from your eyes 
which has obſcured your ſight. Obſerye 
the altered conduct and doping kealth 
'of Lady Bridget, and you will be con- 
vinced of what every body elſe has been 
long acquainted with: and, if you are the 
Leſley I have ſo dong loved—if you arc 
the man of honour you would be thought, 
the moment of this diſcovery will be the 
laſt of your remaining with this amiable 


by ſufferer ; ; 
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| $IGISMAR, 173 
fufferer; for every moment is adding to 
her malady, and your indiſcretion, This 
is all I ſhall ſay on this ſubje&; nor ſhall 
, at preſent, give any anſwer to your 


| ridiculous epiſtle, further than to remark, 


if J have derived, as you ſay, my ſenti- 
ments of honour and integrity from my 
aunts, I ought not to covet more at their 
hands, as they have already given me 
never-failing treaſures, treaſures I ſhould 
de ſorry to think you wanted; but which 
I ſhould, in that caſe, be happy to ſhare 
vith you, as well as any other real good 
which Providence, or the world, may be- 


ſtow upon me, for you know not with 
what ſincerity I am 


Your's, . 


CHARLES MACEKENZII. 
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LETTER XXII. 


WIBLIAM LESLEY ESQ. FO THE HONOUR- 
ABLE CHARLES MACKENZIE., 


I GO for Oxford to-morrow morning 
delicacy detains me here till that time. 
Adieu, and believe me your truly 
grateful 


WIIItAM LzsLey. 
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LETTER XXIIL 


TO LADY ANN 


LADY BRIDGET C 
FITZROY, | 


I HAVE been ill, my dear Ann; I would 


ſome other pen had been to inform you of 
it, and to have added, that the hand which 


now guides, and the heart which dictates 
to it, were cold and inſenſible; for never 
more ſhall pleaſure be an inmate of the 
one, or acts of chearfulneſs employ the 
other. My remaining days (may they be 
few in number), muſt either be conſigned 
to ſilent wretchedneſs, and murmuring 
diſcontent, br ſtained by infamy, and em- 
bittered by late repentance; which of 
thoſe fates await me, it is not mine to 
Etermine. 8 Spe 
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I am no longer miſtreſs of myſelf ; my 
heart and mind, nay, my very ſoul is in the 
poſſeſſion of another; and, with ſhame 1 
confeſs, on his conduct, be it what it may, 
mine depends. So entirely am T his, that 
he has but to lead the way, and I ſhall 
follow him to perdition : as yet I am cri- 
minal in thought only; had I been en- 
tirely loſt, I had not dared to intrude my- 
ſelf on my virtuous friend, which I now 

do, to entreat her advice and affiftance, if 
poſlible, to ſave me from deſtruction. 
Will the not, in the moment of diſtreſs, 
reach out her ſupporting hand ? Will 
ſhe deign to lead her weak companion 
from the verge of the precipice to which 
ſhe has unthinkingly wandered, and over 
which ſhe muſt inevitably fall, if not 
ſpeedily drawn back! Oh, do not, then, 
| doſe a moment, but fly to my relief! your 
preſence will protect me; you ſhall be 
my guardian angel; you ſhall, if poſſible, 
reconcile me to . and ſave me from 
Leſley. 
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Lolly.” This f is 2 name you are unac- 
quainted with; 1 would to heaven 1 were 
ſo too; for many, many hours of miſery 
mall 1 pay back for thoſe of happinefz, 
his ſociety has afforded me. You, my 
friend, who know the inſipid unintereſting 
life (to ſpeak no harſher of it) that I have 
lived with Lord Ci, will not wonder 
at my being charmed with the company 
and converſation of a man, differing from 
his lordſhip in every particular: let me 
not be ſuppoſed to ſpeak flightingly of 
my huſband, who poſfeſſes many virtues, 
and is deſerving of reſpect both for his 
mental: and acquired abilities, As a man, 
1 eſteem him ; as a friend, 1 value him; F 
bur, as the partner of my heart, I cannot 
think of him: yet, he once poſſeſſed 
that, and might have enſured it his for 


ever; but the time is paſt, and cannot be 


recovered. May he never have cauſe'to 
repent the little pains he took to preſerve 
it! For, whatever imprudence my future 
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lie may be marked with, will originate 
in his indifference and neglect. Has 
not my home, being joyleſs, driven me 
abroad? Has not my being deſtitute of 
real happineſs, induced me to ſeck arti- 
ficial, by plunging me into diſipation ? 


and has he not encouraged me in the pur- . 


ſuit of pleaſure ? Yes, he has ; conſcious 
of his own unkindneſs, he ſtrove to make 
atonement by theſe unſubſtantial tokens 
of regard: even the ſociety of the man 
who now cauſes my heart. to, bleed, has 
been; forced on me by, this unthinking 
huſband. Indeed, my Ann, I early ſay 
my danger, and would have avoided by 
retreating from it, but I was not permitted. 
This infatuated man's happineſs ſeemed 
complete when Mr. Leſley was his gueſt, 
or rather mine: for his ſhare in the viſit, 
as with all my other company, was, in 
giving the invitation. 


Thus 


— 


- contend with: how; then, could I eſcape? 


* 


StomMAK. 
Thus was I hourly expoſed to the con- 
verſation and attention of the moſt ac- 
tompliſhed of human beings; and this, 
while” my wounded pride and mortified 
heart would have made me ſenſible to leſi 
powerful attractions than thoſe I. had to 


Oh, ſuffer me, my friend, to plead my 
cauſe, and to produce every mitigating 
circumſtance that can operate to leſſen 


your opinion ef, my crime; for J feel, 


after. every paliation that art can invent, 
or friendſhip admit, there fill be much, 
very much in my condu@,/to condemn; 
and, could my Ani know the thoughts 
that have paſſed in my heart, ſhe: would 
diſcard me from her's as unworthy a place 
in ſo ſpotleſs'a manſion. Would you 
conceive iz poſſible that the wife of Lord 
( has repined at the abſence of Mr, 


Leſley, and has impatiently waited for the 


moment in which he ſhould declare him- 


elf her lover! nay, that ſhe has even 
16 deter- 
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determined to throw off 'the delicacy of 
her ſex, and inform him of the intereſt he 
has in her heart; nor has the horror with 
which ſhe recollected ſuch unworthy ideas 
been ſufficient to prevent their again re- 
turning. But I am thankful to heaven, 
my timidity, when in his preſence, has 
| kitherto' baffled the diſgraceful reſolutions 
{ have made in his abſence, and he is yet 
igfhofant of my unhappy attachment, 1 
am equally ſo as to the place, I hold in bis 
heart, as he has never once breathed an 
accent that friendſhip might not warrant: 
yet, his unremitted attention, his anxiety 
anil  eeaderneſs during my illneſs ; but, 
above all, his decided preference of my 
company to that of every other woman, 
and viſible uneaſineſs if he ſees me parti - 
eulat to any of my male acquaintance, 
e ee e oF 
affeivn. 64. [2 
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„ What have I faid |—Ought J not to 
petition heaven that he might not return 
my faced, criminal paſſion ? Tes; f 
donour tells me J ought; but I cannot 
obey her mandates. I know what ſhe 
preſcribes, and my heart bleeds that 1 
cannot fulfil her laws; but it is impoſſible: 
I fhrink” back from the effort; my foul 
ij even incapable of ſupporting the trial] 
What, then, 1 is to become of me ſhould 
Leſley deſpiſe, or look with coldneſs on 
the wretch he has made, my miſery is 
certain; for the only gleam of pleaſure 
which now viſits my boſom, ariſes from 
che hope that I have a place in his: that 
hope deſtroyed, my ſun of happineſs is 
ſet never to riſe again: ſhould he, on the 
other hand, approve my love, and give 
dhe his in return, what is to follow? 1 
lare not reflect on the probable calamities 
fuch an attachment would draw on my 
own head, but the idea that he would be 
lavolved in my diſgrace, is more than I 
can 


ö 
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can bear: all griefs are ſmall when com- 
pared to that. Come then, my dear ang 
valued friend, and, by your preſence, dif- 
pel the ſtorm which threatens to burſt, 
and pour forth its fury on my devoted 
head! You: alone can fave me; come 
then; quickly !—come, be the guardian of 
my konour, and be entitled to the grati- 
tude of my future life. 
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IEM LESLEY, ESQ To THE HONOUK- 


ABLE CHARLES MACKENZIE. 


W C143 33 


Nou, will be 3 Charles, tofind 
my letter {till dated from London; and 
ſtill more ſo, when you know the motive 
which detains me here a motive I am ſo 
far from approving, : that feel my cheek 
glow with ſhame at the thought of ac 
knowledging it to you. Nothing but my 
, reſolution to repoſe the unlimitted con- 
ence in you your friendſhip merits, 
ould have induced me to expoſe my 
weakneſs. 
After I had ſent off the note to in- 
4 bem F0u of my intended departure, I 
ER Wh" went 


" 
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went from my. lodgings with intent to 
acquaint Lord C— that an unexpected 
call obliged me to leave town. the next 
day. On my way to his lordſhip's houſe, 
F ſaw the carriage of a lady to whom [ 
had been fome time engaged for the fol- 
lowing evening, waiting at the door of a 
jeweller's ſhop: I thought this would be a 
good opportunity for me to make my ex- 
ouſe in-perſon, and for this purpoſe went 
ins There were ſeveral perſons in the 
further end of it: without obſerving who 
were preſent, I went directly up to her, 
but was ſoon ſurpriſed by hearing a female 
voiee exclaim, Heavens | it is Leſley!” 
and, before I could diſtinguiſh from 
whence it came, the fame voice added, 


„ pl 
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1 hed the place where ſhe ſat, 
ferrounded by thoſe who had ran to her 


| allſtagce, fo that I was cloſe to her before 
I could 
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could diſcover ho it was. You will 


| eaſily conceive my confuſion, when 1 
{6nd it to be the perfidious Lady Vernon! 


She was pale, and appeared much agi- 
tated :' all my wrongs roſe to my mind, 
and I was on the point of returning to the 


dy I had quitted, when I ſaw the eyes of 


the beautiful deceiver cloſed, and every 
fign of life forſake her. This was more 
than I could endure—I flew to her, and, 
faking her in my arms, bore her into the 
ar ; her head reclined upon my ſhoulder, 
nd ber * touched mine! , 


ob, Mackenzie, what a moment was 
this! Had I worlds, I would give them 
to purchaſe ſuch another; yet, it diſor- 
dered my whole frame: I tremhled, and 
awd fcarcely ſupport myſelf under my 
bvely burden. I placed her in a chair; 
but, being unable entirely to relinquiſh 
my ſituation, I continued my atm about 
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preſſed one of her's. I was too much 
engroſſed by the object of my cares to 
attend to any thing elſe, till one of the 
eompany, addreſſing Lord Vernon by 
name, firſt gave me information of his 
being preſent. At the ſound, I ſtariled 
from my happy poſition, and I can ſup- 
poſe, made a very guilty appearance, for [ 
fele-myſelf in the urmoſt confuſion. 


Matilda had now recovered ; and Lord 
Vernon in a ſullen tone, told her, he 
was ready to-attend her home: but added, 
«perhaps it would be more agreeable to 
your ladyſhip to remain in this company?” 
ſne replied, that her inclination and abi- 
lity, as was too often- the caſe with her, 
at this time drew different ways; as the 
firſt would certainly prompt her to con- 
tinue with-thoſe who had ſhewn her ſuch 
attention in her diſtreſs, but the latter 
eruelly forb d her the gratification. She 
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td us for our kindneſs; and apologized for 
the_ trouble. ſhe had given. Here her 
lord interrupted her, ſaying, ſhe had 
better addreſs that part of the compli- 
ment to the gentleinan who ſtood near 
her, as he had, with moſt commendable 
zeal, taken the whole on himſelf. 


She now turned to me, and was pro- 
teeding to acknowledge her obligations, 
when he floppcd her rudely, ſay ing, 
Madam, you mult defer your politeneſs 
to another opportunity, as your ſervants 


-yait.”: Having ended this. civil ſpeech; 


he led her, or rather pulled her to her 
carriage. The inſult which he had given 
me, added to his brutality to her, had ſet 
my. ſoul on fire, and I was on the point of 
felliog'him; he was neither a man nor a 
gentleman, when a look from Matilda, 
expreſſive of the tendereſt love, cha med 
me, in an inſtant, into filence and good 
temper, and I returned to my lodgings; 
* with 
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183 SICTSMAR\ 
with a heart overflowing with joy, nbd 
thinking of nothing leſs than my quitting 


My happineſs was of a ſhort duration, 
and I have paſſed the three days which 
have ſince elapſed in a ſtate of the moſt 
diſtracting inquietude. I haſten in the 
morning to a coffee houſe, which is in 
the neighbourhood of Lord Vernon; l 
there take poſſeſſion of a window to watch 
the poing out of her ladyſhip, and I think 
myfelf greatly repaid for the hours of 
expectation and uneaſineſs T endure, if I 
get a fight of the carriage which' contains 
her; (tlus does not always happen.) Ithen, 
when the lateneſs of the hour forbids me 


to hope, or indeed to enjoy this bleſſing, | 


purſue my old plan of ſeeking her in 
public places, bur hitherto to no purpoſe. 
His lordſbip is not ſo difficult to find: I 
have twice encountered him, and both 
times endeavoured to affront him; once 
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SIQTSMAR. 189 
by. thruſting ſo - vivleatly by him as to 
gearly £ throw him down, and then laughed 

in his face at the exertion he was com- 
pelled to uſe to ſive himſelf from falling: 
the ſecond time, he was conduttiag Lady 
Bridget.C— (to whom he feems very 
attentive) to her chair, when I ſtepped 
up, and / treading pretty heavy on his 
toes, took her: ladyſhip's hand, and ted 
her off. I afterwards returned to the 


coffee room, to give him an opportunity 


of preſenting my behaviour, but he took 
no other notice than by hurrying out of 
my way whenever I came near where he 


ſtood; and, at the ſame time, cautioning 


his friends to give me room, in a manner 


which iotimated J was a bear of a fellow, 


whom it would be dangerous to obſtruct. 
His lord ſhip will probably find himſelf 
right; ar-leaſt in the latter part of his con- 
jecture; for I yet hope to repay myſelf 
ee has done me, or expoſe 
him 
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him to the world as a coward; and a, dill 
— RY WEE 
You wall nes e BAY L 1 
* that I do not intend going from 
hence. Indeed, Charles, I do not know 
what I intend; my determinations are 
wild and various ! oh, bear with my in- 
firmities I hope that time, with the 
aſſiſtance of your counſel; will reſtore me 
to reaſon—I would J could add, tranquil: 


ty bur the effect this unlucky interview 


has had upon me, leaves me no room 
to expect I ſhall/ ever * know the 
* of content. bd | 


Write to me more frequently. Your 
letters will be now doubly acceptable; 
as they will, for a few moments, take me 
from myſelf, a; companion I am weary of, 
and whoſe ſociety I wiſh to-ſhun, as be- 
ing both dangerous and diſagreeable. My 

q hour 
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hour for acting the lunatick is arrived; I 
muſt, therefore, leave you to occupy my 
daily ſtation ; pity, but do not de'pile, 
your poor «v4 | v4» 4 * 


,  .. Unhappy Friend, 


WILLIAM LESLEY» 


* — ww a — — 
6 LAN - 
ih. = -% 
| . * p 
r 


e 
pony 


:\ 
- 
MEAS. 


| 
* wy = * F * 
SS £LE-2 "3 


= 


S 


+ 
+ 


. 3 1 
W „ 


oy 
- 
8 


. 5 
* r 


. Lap ESA IE We 


= 
— 
= r 


88 
—— 


F 1 x 
. eee 
4 — 
we 
* _ 


our T1 4127 T7 LETTER 


* {> fy — 
> 


: 


192 ros tax. 


1 j 


L = 


LETTER XXV. 
LORD VERNON TO SIR HENRY DORSET, 


4 
C £1 


My dear Sir Henry, 


Your letter of congratulation was 
rather mal. apropos; I fancy you had for- 
got three months were paſſed ſince I em- 
braced the bonds of wedlock ; yet, -you 
talk ſome nonſenſe about the honey-moon; 
why, you blockhead, the moſt doating fool 
never preſumed to infer, that laſted longer 
than till the new moon, which followed 
the joining of hands, and the ſeparation of 
hearts: now, my bleſſed nuptials, were 
ſolemnized on the laſt day of the old; fo 
that there was not much time for us to ex- 
hautt'our ſtock of honey; notwithſtanding, 

f | which 


STOTSMATC 193 
which my fair one, ſeemed averſe to par- 
taking of it with me, or indeed, any kind 
of ſweets; ice and acids, it was apparent 
were her favorites; and I, like an obliging 
huſband, have adopted her taſte to ſuch a 
degree, that the very name of / amour par- 
faite, which was once a delicious cordial, 
is now diſguſting to me. Oh, Harry! I 
have made a damnable buſineſs of it; I 
have married a beggar, and what is worſe, 
2 haughty one; who, notwithſtinding her 
* whole generation put together could not 
promote my intereſt one point, no, not if 
ehen bringing three votes towards chooſ- 
ing a member in parliament would do it, 
has the impudence to talk of being treated 
according to her birth: all this I could 
beat, if ſhe even affected to ſhew common 
regard to my perſon, but ſhe does not; 
nay, I believe ſhe ſtudies how to render 
her averſion conſpicuous, not only to me, 


her charming lady ſhip has given her heart, 
* K where 
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where I doubt not ſhe will, with the firſt 
opportunity giveher perſon, and prove me, 
in ſpite of what I have ſaid of her indif- 
ference, to be her-deer. 


To add to my mortification, the perſon 
ſhe has fixed on for this purpoſe'is a loy 
fellow, who nobody knows; the ſon of 2 
country attorney, or ſome ſuch contempti- 
ble thing; one that Lord C has pick- 
ed up in his hunt after curioſities; and in 
which he has ſhewn his taſte as ridiculous, 
and his judgment as erroneous, as in moſt 


of the acquiſitions he has gained by his 


reſearches ; but like them, he anſwers the 
purpoſe for which he was obtained, either 
to pleaſe the lord or his lady ; but it was 
the latter's inclination that was conſulted 
on this occaſion ; as his lordſhip prefers 3 
piece of painted canvas, which time and 
the worms have made free with, to the 
company of all the belles and beaux which 


theſe 


uſt 
ne, 
lif- 


ſon 
low 
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theſe two terrible antagoniſts have got to 
diſplay their talents upon. 


This hero's (in queſtion,) employment 
is, while his lordſhip is entertained withhis 
dead venuſes, to do all in his power to 
amuſe his living one; and in truth, ſhe 
ſeems well ſatisfied with, and ſenſible of 
his endeavours, and, I am curſedly miſ- 
taken if ſhe has not repaid them, by giv- 
ing perſonal ſecurity ; and that he has no 
reaſon (whatever her lord may have) to 


complain, of either her honor or genero= 


ſity: this alone, were ſufficient to make 
me. hate the fellow; for to ſay the truth, 
L like her ladyſhip, and ſhould have no 
objection to repay myſelf in her ſociety, 
for the infernal diſappointment I have met 
wich, in the ill- ſtar'd choice I have made. 
Lhave found out, Harry, though rather too 
lite, that a wife's being beautiful will not. 
make her huſband happy; if it would, I 
N be one of the hppieſt of human 
1 * 2 beings; 
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| beings; for Lady Vernon, in this par- 
ticular excels moſt women; notwith- 
ſtanding which I prefer moſt women to 
her: Lady C, it is true, does not poſſes 
her perſonal charms, but there is an ex- 
preſſion, a ſenſibility, a je ne ſcai quoi, in 
her manner, and converſation that be- 
witches; you always quit her with regret, 
and return to her with pleaſure; at leaſt, 
it is ſo with me; and directly the reverſe 
are my ſentiments, in regard to my own 
rib ; for I never meet her but with regret, 
nor part from her but with pleaſure : how 
is it poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, when 
1 ſee my preſence is hateful to her, and 
that my endeavours to pleaſe, only ſerve 
to diſguſt ; when I ſee another is in poſ- | 
 feſſſion of her heart, can J, is it poſſible, I 
ſhould love her? No, it is againſt nature, 
at leaſt, againſt mine; I did love her, and 
gave proof, by raiſing her to rank and af- 
fluence ; and had ſhe been grateful, I could 
have loved her ſtill: „oh, curſe of mar- 
150 8 4 riage 
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riage ! that we can call theſe delicate crea- 
tures ours, but not their appetites :'* So far 
from being grateful to me, for my con- 
deſcenſion in ſtooping to connect myſelf 
with her, I abſolutely believe, ſhe thinks 
am the obliged perſon ; and that the 
favor ſhe has done me, by becoming my 
wife, is to atone for her never doing me 
another: Indeed, I am become ſo indif- 
ferent about her favors, that I repine not, 
I was going to ſay, for the loſs of them, 


of our being ſhackled, ſhe ſhewed no 
part of her attachment had been to my 
perſon ; for ſhe was cold, melancholy, and 
thoughtful ; at leaſt, as much ſo as her na- 
ture would admit, for the winds are not ſo 
uncertain as her temper ; ſhe is either 
happy to a degree of wildneſs, or her 
gloom borders on. deſpair: a ray of ſun- 
ine wil ! cauſe the firſt; a cloud in the 
ſey is aqually efficacious to produce the ſe- 
cond: ſhe is ſteady in nothing, ſave her 
K 3 diſlike 


but Inever enjoyed them. From the hour 
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© diſlike to me, - unleſs it be her liking for 
another : this thought is'a dagger to me ; 
for though I have ceaſed to value her af. 
fection, I cannot endure another ſhould 
poſſeſs it. It is certainly poſſible to be 
jealous without regarding the object of 
jealouſy ;'far though I am not happy when 
alone with her, I am miſerable if I but 
TT ODA man is. 


Oh, Harry, Harry! dannn prey 
buſineſs of it; I-ſhall become the laugh- 


ing ſtock of every ſoul of my acquaint- 
ance, and moſt probably, of her deviliſh 
ladyſhip, and her country gallant ; he! 
fancy wants to dignify himſelf, by fight- 
ing with a lord; for he has made ſeveral 
pretty bold attempts to quarrel with me; 
in ſo much, that I treat him as I would 
wild beaſt, get as far from him as poſſ- 
ble; and I ſhall lĩkewiſe keep my Deſde- 
mona from his reach; for which purpoſe, 
1 as introduce her to. . kindred in the 
Well 
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weft. In the mean time, I hope this 
huff bluff gentleman will meer ſome hot- 
headed fool like himſelf, that will either 
fend him into the other world, by ſhoot- 
ing him through the head, or to the gal- 
lows, for having been ſhot by him. 


hut I chink from this account, you will be 
able to form ſome idea of my connu- 
bial felicity ; will it not induce you to fol- 
low ſo happy an example? if it does, it 
may likewiſe give you a deſire to have one 
of the ſame breed; in which caſemy turtle 
has a ſiſter, who, I dare ſay, if the offer 
was made, with proper humility, would 
deign to be Lady Dorſet, I would make 
atender-of my intereſt, with Lady Ver- 
an, on this occaſion ; but that I know, it 
would retard, rather than promote your 
ſuit; but as it often happens, though I 
fannot ſerve you myſelf, with my wife, I 
may tell you who can; ſo get this coun- 
ty beau, this Leſley, to ſpeak a word for 
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you, and your buſineſs is done. I wiſh 
you would think ſeriouſly of this, or rather, 
that you would not think at all; for then, 
you would not do it, Deſperate acts are 
not to be conſidered of before hand; there 
| will be time enough, for that afterwards: 
plunge then, dear Harry, and do it ſpeedi- 
ly, for I am moſt curſedly out of counte- 
nance ; could I prevail on a few of my 
friends, to do as I have done, to play the 
fool, and be as miſerable as! am, it would 
very much reconcile me to my ſituation; 
you ſee you have it in your power to 
oblige me, who am at all times with per- 
fect devotion, 


Vour's, 


4 2 VERNON, 


N. 
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LETTER XXVI, 


LADY VERNON TO Miss HOWARD, 


'My dear, dear Emma, 


I HAVE long purpoſed thanking you, 
for the kind and inſtructive letter you 
wrote to me, ſince my marriage; but 
while I was in that gloomy country-houſe. 
of his lordſhip's, and where he has thought 
proper to bury me, for almoſt three 
months, I never could find ſpirits to do 
any thing ; and now, that I am come to 


town, they are ſo great, and I am fo over- 


joyed, that I am afraid I ſhall not write 
what you will approve ; for I ſhall ſay juſt 


what comes into my head, and it is a very 
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giddy one, at this moment, as I have 2 
thouſand things to think of ; for you mult 
know, though I have been married theſe 
three months, I am looked upon as a 
bride, and muſt appear accordingly : and 
my lord has this morning informed me, 
that I muſt be preſented to their majeſties, 
to which you may be ſure I made no ob- 
jection; though, he was ſtupid enough to 
think I would; for he ſeemed ſurpriſed, 

and ſaid it was the firſt propoſal of his 
had affented to; I told him what was very 
true, that it was the only thing he had 
ever propoſed, that was not diſagreeabl ; 
and ſoit was, for he is the moſt ill- natured, 
provoking man I ever knew; his man- 
ners are quite Engliſh, plain and rough ; 
but apropos ; now I am ſpeaking of Eng- 
"liſh manners, I will give you the particu- 
lars of my taking leave of a native of Eng- 
land; and one of Fr rance, on my return to 
town. 


They 
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They had been very intimate at my 
ford's, during our reſidence at Sydney 
Foreſt, and happy it was for me they 


-were ; for I ſhould have died of vapors and 


ennui, had not their oddities kept me alive; 
I fay their oddities ; for either of them ſe- 
parated from the other, would have haſten- 
ed my end; as I muſt have been hurried 
out of the world, by the tumultuous viva- 
city of the gallic maniac, or moped to 
death by the ſolemnity of the Britiſh 
plodder ; the one was all jig, the other all 
dirge ; but by mixing them together, here 
a quick movement, then a ſlow, I played 
them off with tolerable ſucceſs, till the 
moment of departure; when Lord Ver- 
non preferring a tete- a. tete with hishorſe, 


to one with his wife, rode and left me to 


the care of his groom; at whoſe ſummons, 
and with whoſe aſſiſtance, I was going to 


get into my carriage, when I Was agree 
ably ſurprized by ſeeing the before · men- 


doned gentlemen at the door of it; each 
k 6 eagerly 
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eagerly contending who ſhould have the 
| honour of handing me in. The pariſian, 
in all the foppery of dreſs (had an article 
been omitted) would have thought he had 
ſhewn his indifference to me by neglect- 
ing to render himſelf as charming as poſ- 
ſible ; while, on the other hand, the 
Engliſhman, regardleſs of every embel. 
liſhment, appeared before me in perfect 
diſhabille ; but he, too, had his motive, 
as he meant to inſinuate, his mind was too 
much engroſſed with my approaching ab- 
ſence, to beftow a thought on any thing 
elle. 
Theſe are concluſions of my own draw- 
ing, and formed from the few opportu- 
nities I have had of remarking on the 
natives of the two countries. I cannot 
help thinking that the French ſhew more 
judgment in theſe matters than my coun- 
trymen.: if the former is in love, he 
ſtudiouſly adorns his perſon—is all gaiety 
_—ſings—lau ances: his ſtudy is to 
9 make 
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ae the object of his wiſhes happier 


than any other man can, by being more 


agreeable to her than any other man is. 
The Engliſhman, perhaps, may have the 


. ame intention, but he takes a different 


mode to the completion of it; he ap- 
pears before his miſtreſs ill-dreſſed, and 
commonly ill-humoured, or low ſpirited, 
which is quite as bad. He is ſilent ; or, 
if he ſpeaks, it is in a deſpairing voice, 
and with a ſolemn countenance ;. he is a 
foe to mirth; he wiſhes to reſtrain the 
object of his love from all ſociety but his 
own, yet forbears to make that pleaſant 
to her: in ſhort, he endeavours to win her 


by being as diſagreeable as poſſible, 


Oh, mercy! whither am J running to ! 


I had forgot the poor gentlemen were 
waiting all this time with their hands held 
out. Well, im gine I gave to each a 


band]; and then, if you can, imagine you 


ſee the Engliſh brute let fall, with a diſ- 
contented 
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contented look, his part of the favour, and 
retire ſurlily to ſome diſtance, as though 
he would fay, © I will have all or none; 
for this was really the caſe. I felt a little 
vexed, and was determined to puniſh him 
by giving particular employment to the 
polite Frenchman : to this end, L com- 


requeſted he would lift me in. He heſi- 
tated; looked at his hat and feather, as if 
it troubled him : at length, giving it 
cautiouſly into the hand of my attendant, 
he made an effort to lift me from the 
ground, but in vain; my weight was 
beyond his ſtrength; he exclaimed, 
« Diable!”” ſeveral times, and ſtood con- 
fuſed. The Briton now ſtepped forward, 
and taking me 1n one arm, put the poor 
Pariſian out of his way with the other, 
while he placed me in the carriage, 2 
look ofttruimph brightening up his coun- 
tenance. The Frenchman ſhrugged up his 
— and ſaid, wich great good hu- 
mour, 


plained of the height of the ſtey rand 4 
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mour, Ah, mon Dieu, my diſtreſs be ſo 
great ĩt take away all my ſtrength! then 
laughing very heartily, he conjured me to 
comfort his deſpair by ſome mark of my 
favour before I departed. I thought the 
requeſt reaſonable, and, taking off my 
glove, preſented it to him, and offered 
che hand I took it from to his companion. 
The former received his token with tranſ- 
port bordering on diſtraction; he kiſſed it a 
thouſand times, claſped his hands, looked 
up to heaven, and, at length, thruſt it into 


his boſom : the latter took my hand with all 


the ſullea ſtupidity of a ſchool- boy, who 
was taking a diſagreeable taſk, and faintly 
touching it with his lips, coldly bowed, 
and turned away. I was beginning to 


chide myſelf for beſtowing any mark of 


regard on ſuch an unfeeling, heavy mortal, 

when a tear, which had fallen on my hand 
as he kiſſed it, turned my reſentment into 
compaſſion, and I drove off with my heart 
beating in favour of Engliſh ſincerity: 


Yet, 


* 
— 
j 
—_— 
1 
1 
* 
th. 
14 
- * 
L 
LC 
4 
7 3 
f 
| j 
| 7 
4 
J. 
1 * 
1 | 
. 
7 
14 
i VI 
To 1 
: : 
7 
* 


— — 


2a -  SIGISMAR. 
Yet, this fincerity runs not through every 


rank of the inhabitants of this iſle ! No: 


if I may be allowed to judge from the 
knowledge I have. of the. firſt order of 


people in this kingdom, little, very little 


of it is to be found among them: they 
are taught from their infancy to diſguiſe 
their ſentiments ; they wear a face of, woe 
when their hearts are merry, but oftener a 
heart breaking with ſorrow, when glaclneſs 
and {miles fit on their brow, 

Your Matilda is at preſent a novice in 
he art of diſguiſing her feelings, but 
every day will leſfen*the difficulty. Ah, 
my ſiſter! had I earlier began the prac- 
tice, I had not expoſed my weakneſs 
which I did ſome mornings ago in a public 
ſhop, where I was ſurrounded by wit- 
neſſes, and among them Lord Vernon, 
who has been out of humour with me 
ever ſince. I am almoſt afraid to tell you 
what I allude to, yet cannot conceal it 

from 
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from you. Know, then, the ſight of Mr. 
Leſley, who met by accident, affected 
me ſo much that I fainted: he, too, had 


his feelings; for he trembled much as he 


ſupported me—he was very kind to me 
indeed, Ah, why, was he ever otherwiſe! 
My lord ſeemed angry at his attention, 
and repaid it by being exceſſively rude to 
him, nor would he allow me to thank 
him; but I will ſeize the firſt opportunity 
that I can find, to acknowledge my grati- 
tude ; it may be a long time before that 
happens, unleſs I go to Lord C——'s; 
forhe, I am told, confines himſelf entirely 
to her ladyſhip' s company. But ſurely, 


Emma, when my brother comes to ſee , 


me, which I every day expect, then 
Leſley will call to viſit his ſchool- fellow. 
Ah, my God, how I will rejoice to ſee 
him and my brother under the ſame roof 
wich me !—I think I ſhould then be 


happy. Heigho! I am a great lady; I 


have fine houſes ; 3 fine carriages ; fine 


jewels ; ; 
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jewels; and a number of other fine things; 
but Lord Vernon is my huſband. Oh, 
Emma! it cannot now be altered; J will 
therefore think no more of it. 


Pray give my love and duty to my papa, 
but do not ſhew him this letter, for it will 
make him write to me gravely, and that 
will anſwer no other purpoſe but to make 
me melancholy; for I can never recollect 
his advice at the time it would be of 
ſervice to me ; and the pain I receive on 
the firſt peruſal of his letters, deters me 
from ever giving them a ſecond. But 
this he muſt nat be made acquainted with 
either, as it would "offend him, which I 
would not do for worlds; he is too good 
to me who deſerves ſo little. Why, my 
ſiſter, was I not formed with a diſpoſition 
like your own—placid and ſerene ! I had 
then aſſiſted you to make my much loved 
father happy ; as I am, 1 make no” one, 
nor can be ſo myſelf ; yet, J once thought, 

' poſſeſſing 
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poſſeſſing what I now poſſeſs, it would be 
impoſſible to be otherwiſe. Alas! but I 
will have done, Emma, for I am in a 
ſtrange humour; I will not write again 
till I am in a better; till when and forever, 
may my dear papa and 85 be bleſſed, 
and bleſs 


Your 


Marika VERNON. 
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LETTER XXVIL 


LORD VERNON TO SIR HENRY DORSET, 


M Y intended journey to the Weſt is all 


off, unleſs I chooſe to take it ſolus ; for 
her ladyſhip has abſolutely refuſed to ac- 


company me : nay, ſhe has poſitively de- 
clared ſhe will not quit London, unleſs to 
return to her father; but ſhe has graci- 
euſly added, that I am at liberty to go 
where I pleaſe, as ſhe has no objection to 
my being abſent from her as long a time 
as may ſuit my inclination. But I will 
give you pretty nearly the converſation 
which paſſed between us on my making 
the propoſal ; it was a morning tete-a- 
tete: ſuppoſe me, then, Juſt Joined her at 
breakfaſt, 
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breakfaſt, and then take the dialogue as 
follows : | 


« Good morning, my lady; (yawning) 
«the ſame to your lordſhip ;”” withhereyes 
fixed on ſomething in an oppoſite corner 
of the room—a diſh of chocolate drank, 
in perfect ſilence. At length, Was 
your ladyſhip ſucceſsful laſt night? 
« quite the reverſe ; I was the only loſer ; 
every body beat me; I have no luck.“ 
« You have no ſkill; you are ignorant, my 
lady of the common rules of the game; 
you make yourſelf ridiculous by playing : I 
wiſh you would give it up. Your lord- 
ſp is ignorant of the common rules of 
good manners; nor is that the only thing 
by which you make yourſelf ridiculous. 
Fplay for my amuſement, without ſtudy- 
ing your lordſhip's wiſhes. And with- 
out ſtudying my intereſt, too, madam z, 
which I ſhall; henceforward, pay a, little 
more attention to than I have lately done, 
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by curtailing your ladyſhip's extrava- 
gance; for I will not add to the number of 
my fooliſh actions, that of ſuffering you to 
ruin me. You ſee, I do not attempt to 
deny my having rendered myſelf ridicu- 
lous ; I know it would be in vain, unleſz 
I could, at the ſame time, deny your lady. 
ſhip was entitled to bear my name.” ©] 
wiſh from my ſoul, my lord, you could as 
eaſily. reſtore me my own, as I would 
thankfully part from your lordſhip's ; we 
might then be very good friends, which! 
do not believe will ever now be the caſe: 
perhaps you may deem my thoughts. like 
my actions, extravagant; but thoſe are 
beyond your power to alter; and as to 
my not ſtudying your intereſt, you do me 
wrong, for I ſet out with examining your 
principle, which I found too bad to be 
improved by any effort of mine. 
perfectly underſtand your ladyſhip, and 
admire the ſincerity of your confeſſions, 


which have removed every ſeruple of re- 
a 2 2 gret 
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gret I entertained at the idea of informing 


you, you are to leave your favourite Lon- 


don-to-morrow !'' © To go whither, my 
Jord? Into Devonſhire, my lady ;” 
« Devonſhire ! I ſhould as ſoon take a 
journey to the antipodes; I hava parti- 


cular diſlike to Devonſhire.” © I take 
jou there for my own amuſement, with- 


out ſtudying your ladyſhip's . wiſhes.” 
«* Your lordſhip has a fine memory, there- 
fore I hope you will not forget, that I here 
proteſt I will not quit London unleſs to 
return to my father.” I cannot com- 
pliment your ladyſnip's memory, as you 
ſeem to have entirely forgot you have 
bound yourſelf to obey: but it is my 
duty to keep you in mind of your pro- 
miſe, and I ſhall make this the firſt in- 
ſtance of my doing it: therefore, if you 
bare any preparations to make, make 
them directly, for to morrow we begin 
our; journey. I cry your mercy,” my 
lord}; Lhad forgot; at leaſt, feeling I could 
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not fulfil the whole of my promiſe, the 
two firſt articles being impoſſible, 1 
thought your lordſhip's pride would pre- 
vent your acceptance of obedience that 
was neither dictated by love-or-honout, 
In this idea I held myſelf releaſed, and am 
totally unprepared to fulfil my engage- 
ment; but, as I by no means wiſh to 
prevent your lordſhip's pleaſures, I ſhall 
be happy to hear you continue your in- 
tention of viſiting your De vonſhire friends, 
and I likewiſe hope, you will find a com- 
panion for the journey who will make it 
more agreeable than 1 ſhould. All I have 
to add-on the occaſion is, that I beg you 
to conſult your own inclinations on this, 
as well as the length of your viſit ; for, 
you may. reſt aſſured; I ſhall not repine at 
either. Wiſhing your lordſhip a pleaſant 
Expedition, I take my leave: and off ſhe 
flounced, leaving me "aſtoniſhed at her 
courage, nay impudence! downright im- 
pudence for who could have ſuppoſed 


Jon 50 a country 


ry git who, ſix months ſince would 
have trembled at the preſence of a man of 


my rank, ſhould, in ſo very ſhort a ſpace, 


"Feat one who has taken her from obſcu- + 


rity and almoſt want, with ſuch eaſy con- 
tmpt! upon my ſoul I bluſh to think, 


ert my right to obedience, leſt ſhe 
ſhould ſhelter herſelf from my authority 


in the arms of her thundering inamorato, 
who would, if I even complained of the 


imury he had done me, reward me by 
cutting my throat. I wiſh to my ſoul, 


the devil had him and her high fpirited 


ladyſhip, ſo I could hear nothing further 
of either of them ; for I am afraid to re- 
turn home, becauſe I muſt encounter the 
tongue of the one, and I am almoſt afraid 
togo abroad leſt I ſhould be compelled t to 
encounter hen arm of the other. 

Thus am I ſituated : tell me, — 
how you would act, for I can deviſe no 
For. 1, L method 


Harry, how low I have fallen ; nor dare I + 
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method of releaſe for myſelf: I had it in 
contemplaticn to have this :vral adonis 
impreſſed, and ſent to a part of the world 
from whence it would have taken him 
ſome time to return, during which ! 
might have ſlept in quiet, which I cannot 
now do: nothing would have been caſier 
to have executed thin this ſcheme, as ! 


have a friend which my intereſt las 


raiſed to the rank of a captain in ihe 
navy, who would have ſett!ed the buſinef 


for me without any noiſe : and I ſhould 


certainly have employed him had nat 


's countenancing 
the fellow in ſo parti ular a manner, de- 
terred me: for I was ſure, if the ff ir by 
any a cident ſhould tranſpire, I muſt for. 
ever forſeit his lord{hip's acquaintance, or 


rather his lady's, which is of much greater 


conſequence. Indeed, | know it was in 
my power to regain his frier.dſhtp, as ] 
have, ia my poſſeſſion, a dead nun, n 
which he has caſt the eyes of affection, 
and 
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* who, on being preſented to him, 
would have pleaded for my pardon with 


irre ſiſtible eloquence: but I Iizewiſe knew 
all the dead nuns in the univerſe would 
not have atoned to, or mide my peace 
wich her ladyihip, {or the loſs of her Iving 
ciciſbeo. I therefore gave up my plan, 
and have not been able to form another; 
perhaps you may have a better head; it 
15 at leaſt leſs diſturbed than I acknow- 
ledge mine to be, and, from that caule, 
more likely to ſtudy with. effect. Alliſt 
me then, my dear Sir Harry, and bind 
me forever, 
| Your's, 
VERNON 
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LETTER XXVIN. 


LADY BRIDGET C—— TO LADY ANN 
FITZROY. 


TRE hour of deluſion is paſt, and your 


friend has quitted the paths of folly. I feel 
like one awakened from a frightful dream, 
the horror of which has left a terror on 
my ſpirits, and will not ſuffer me to enjoy 
the knowledge that it was but a dream, 


Oh, my friend, congratulate me ! [ 
have obtained a conqueſt over myſelf! l 
am no longer the poor wretched creature 
I was when I laſt wrote to you! Mr. 
Leſley is no longer dangerous to me ; his 
abſence for ſome days has given me time 


to look inta myſelf, and to reflect on the 
ſituation 


4 
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ſituation I was in. Reflection has recalled 
my wandered reaſon, and reaſon has led 
me back to the paths of honour, and has 
alſo made me ſenſible of their exquiſite 
beauty. I now feel that there can he no 
happineſs but while I tread them: yet, da 
not think that the cauſe of my error is 
leſs dear to me than at the moment [ 
made you acquainted with my weakneſs. 
No: he is ſtill an inmate of my heart, 
where I will cheriſh him as a friend; as a 
brother; he ſhall be my guardian angel, 
and bar the door againſt every other 
J tempter; for the boſom he has once 
inhabited can never admit any other 
tenant ; I feel myſelf armed againſt every 
future temptation ; my huitana's honour, 


too, is fate. Lefley {hall be to meas 4 


re . 

| breaſt-platc of adamant, through which 
r. | 
; not even the darts of malice ſhall hence- 
” trward have power to penetrate, Wrap- 
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friendſhip of this only man, with whom 
my ſoul panted to form a more tender 
attachment. But the fates have forbid, 
and I will ceaſe to murmur at their de- 
cree ; nor will I fooliſhly caſt away the 
bleſſing they have not denied me, by fore- 
going the only ſociety from which I de- 
rive pleaſure. Happineſs, 1 am ſenſible, 
can never be mine; I therefore have 
ceaſed to purſue it: hope has whiſpered 
me- that tranquillity is not beyond my 
reach, and all my endeavours ſhall be to 
entice it back to my deſerted breaſt, and 
to detain it there : nor will he that gave 
feeling to that breaſt refuſe his aid, for he 
knows it has ever relied on his ſupport. 


Oh, my Ann, how much you have it 
in your power to ſurprize and entertain 
your gay friends, by informing them of this 
moral ſentiment having fallen from the 
pen of the volatile, the diſſipated Lady 


C But their aſtoniſnment would 
be 
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be encreaſed, did they know that appa- 
rently thoughtleſs, vain woman, is in her 
heart a chriſtian, a lover of virtue, and a 
ſtudier of the Holy Scriptures; that ſhe 
vould prefer a ſermon preached by Doctor 
5, the Dean of R , before liſten- 
ing to the fine ſt ſtrains of Pacchierotte, 
or even Mara; and ſo would they, did 


e they think like rational beings. True, 
d the latter gives me a momentary pleaſure 
y while heard; from the former I depart 
0 with a mind inſtructed, and a heart im- 
d proved, My eye has been gratified by 


beliolding elegant action, and a counte- 
nance beaming with benignity, expreſſion, 
and ſweetneſs; my ear charmed with a 
voice at once dignified and melodious z - 
it why ſhould it then be matter of wonder | 
In that I, who am not a fool, give the pte? 
| ference where it is ſo eminently due, be:. *; 
cauſe faſhion eſpouſes the muſician, and 
turns its back on the preacher! And, is 
it poſſible, that far the greater part of the 
world 
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world ſhould be guided by this mock 
deity, which they themſelves have ſet up! 
and that beings, endued with reaſon, 
mould, though their inclination would 
have led them differently, be driver to 
meetings where they are not even exter- 
tained, (as is the caſe with many) anc! e- 
ſtrained by the ſame ridiculous tyra, 
from attending thoſe they were rn 
ed to comprehend, and from which tl 
would derive eſſential benefit ! 


But I am ſtrayed ſtrangely from my 


ſubject, and moralizing ill becomes one 
whoſe whole life has been ip: nt in tolly; 


for, among the children of vani:y, where 
is there one who has enrolled heric}? the 
ſlave of faſhion, and obeyed its mandates 
with more ſcrvility than myſelf: nor can 
I now, at the moment I am expreſſing my 
conte pt of its followers, refolve to at 
for myſelf in future. No, I feel I ſhall 
ſtil] proceed, with my actions and my 

heart 
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heart at continual variance. It is time, 
however, I had concluded this not very 
polite condemnation of an idol which is 
ſo enthuſiaſtically worſhipped, particularly 
as it is addreſſed to one of its favourite 
votaries. But it will ſerve to ſhew my 
dear Ann, that her love-lorn friend is not 
ſo totally engroſſed by her improper at- 
tachment to one object as ſhe was a ſhort 


time ſince, when ſhe could neither think, 


write, or ſpeak, on any other ſubject; and 


ſhe yet has hopes to ſee herſelf reſtored 


to the good opinion of one, whoſe ap- 
probation, next to that' of her own heart, 
will promote the felicity of her ever 
affectionate, | 

| BaIDGET Co—, 


END OP vol. I. 
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